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W
iley College has announced 
the institution is set to become 
Wiley University alongside the 

implementation of  three new graduate 
programs.

The school’s new name was an-
nounced in at a special “Returning to 
Our Roots”Homecoming event Friday to 
celebrate their historic academic achieve-
ments.

“Becoming Wiley University is not sim-
ply an exercise and a name change, it is an 
exercise in our ability to embrace our past 
and see the future,” said Wiley University 
President and CEO Dr. Herman J. Felton 
Jr., Ph.D., JD.

“The past 150 years have been a testi-
mony to our faith in what is possible,” 
continued Felton Jr. “We stand proudly 
today and return to our roots, symbolical-
ly as Wiley University, and literally as we 
embrace the next chapter of  excellence.”

The change from Wiley College into 
Wiley University will return the institu-
tion to its original name it used when the 
school was founded, and will introduce 
three newly created online-focused grad-

uate programs to provide students with a 
pathway to earning a master’s degree in 
higher education administration with an 
emphasis on HBCUs, business administra-
tion, or criminal justice. 

In 1873, the Freedmen’s Aid Society of  
the Methodist Episcopal Church found-
ed Wiley University, named after the 
inspiring medical missionary Bishop 
Dr. Isaac William Wiley. The purpose of  
the institution, when established, was to 

provide an opportunity for African Ameri-
can youth to pursue higher education in 
arts and sciences, as well as several other 
professions.

The institution was originally named 
Wiley University upon its inception when 
it opened with two frame buildings, and 
on Friday, students, staff, and faculty on 
the 63-acre campus gathered to celebrate 

Wiley College becomes 
Wiley University, announces 
new graduate programs

Nicholas Osborn/Marshall News Messenger

Wiley President Herman Felton Jr. announced Friday the institution is set to become Wiley University alongside the implementation of three new gradu-
ate programs.

Nicholas Osborn/Marshall News Messenger

In a special 2023 Homecoming event to celebrate their historic academic achievements on Fri-
day, Nov. 3, Wiley College announced the institution is set to become Wiley University alongside 
the implementation of three new graduate programs.

RETURN  TO 

ITS ROOTS

See WILEY, Page 2A

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON

ryrichardson@marshallnewsmessenger.com

A GoFundMe fundraiser has 
been organized to assist with 
the burial costs of  beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother and veter-
an Amanda Weide, who died in an 
Oct. 31 house fire.

“I’m asking all my friends to 
help with this time of  need,” 
Weide’s brother-in-law Christo-
pher Williams, who organized 
the online GoFundMe, stated. 
“My brother just lost his wife in a 
house fire. She got trapped in their 
house and she passed away and 
he lost everything — (their) house 
and his loved one. They were a 
perfect couple.”

“I’m asking if  y’all can help, 
please do,” said Williams.

Williams said the entire fam-
ily is heartbroken by the loss of  

Woman 
dies in 
house fire, 
GoFundMe
created

See FIRE, Page 3A

From Staff Reports

Marshall’s annual Community 
Veterans Day program will take 
place Saturday, Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. 
at the Marshall Depot, 800 N. 
Washington in downtown Mar-
shall.

All veterans and members of  
the public are cordially invited 
to attend the annual Communi-
ty Veterans Day program, which 
takes place each year to honor the 
brave service and sacrifice of  all 
veterans.

The annual program will begin 
at the traditional time of  the Ar-
mistice of  the “11th hour of  the 
11th day of  the 11th month.”

The annual veterans Day pro-
gram is sponsored by the City 
of  Marshall and Marshall Main 
Street, in collaboration with 
the Marshall Depot Board of  

Veterans 
Day events 
planned 
this week

See VETERANS, Page 3A
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a return to the name with a 
dedicated ceremony during 
the 2023 Homecoming week.

“We’ve been preparing for 
this since our sesquicenten-
nial, and it’s an opportunity 
for us to look to the future 
with the name change as 
a signal of  the institution-
al offerings, such as the 
graduate programs that are 
our new additions, and then 
to also uplift our continued 
commitment to excellence,” 
said Wiley University Chief  
Operating Officer and Vice 
President for Administra-
tion Tashia Bradley, Ph.D.

Bradley commented on 
the leadership that helped 
to make the change possible 
and how the institution’s 
historic achievements in the 
past have helped to shape 
the motivations and expec-
tations for the university in 
the future.

“The bold and audacious 
vision is an opportunity 
for us as individuals in the 
institution, to really aspire 
to what is bold and auda-
cious.,” said Bradley. “To 
think outside the box or 
think in ways that move the 
institution forward and uti-
lize and leverage our history 
for us to think about what 
was bold in 1873.”

“When we think about 
the person who came to this 
institution at that period of  
time who were formerly en-
slaved, living in that partic-
ular time period who had a 
vision and had a dream that 
they too could have access 
to education, and to lever-
age education to radically 
change their lives,” contin-
ued Bradley. “And so, in the 
21st Century, the bold and 
audacious vision continues 
that tradition, but inspires 
us and asks us to really 
focus on how we can achieve 
that as an institution. It also 
asks what we can be radical 
with regards to providing 
an accessible education and 
affordable education during 
these times to any student 
who would want it at Wiley 
University.”

Graduate Programs
The formation of  the new 

graduate programs at Wiley 
University is aimed at ex-
panding on the institution’s 
vision for providing students 
with academic opportunities 
in areas where the univer-
sity has seen significant im-
pact through their students.

“We think about the pres-
ent day and use that as an 
opportunity for us to man-
age the idea that a student 
comes to Wiley University 
to become their very best,” 
Bradley said. “Our role is to 
help facilitate that for them 
by creating opportunities, 
by engaging them in what’s 
possible, and then guiding 
them through the impossi-
ble.”

The three newly created 
graduate programs each 
emphasize the institution’s 
original mission and focus, 
which aims to help students 
serve as catalysts of  social 

change in their community 
and professions. Wiley Uni-
versity will partner along-
side the Higher Education 
Leadership Foundation — 
where Wiley President and 
CEO Herman Felton Jr. is 
a founder — to launch the 
graduate programs in an 
online capacity, and will also 
work to provide graduate 
assistantships for students 
to gain the on-campus expe-
rience while doing course-
work virtually.

“We’re taking applications 
right now and what students 
can expect is a phenomenal 
experience in which people 
who are in the field are 
very excited to engage with 
them,” said Bradley.

The master of  science in 
higher education adminis-
tration with an emphasis on 
HBCUs graduate program 
will be geared towards 
practitioners and brings ad-
ditional attention to address-
ing cultural-related issues 
at HBCUs and the historical 
significance of  assisting 
students in their experi-
ence while pursuing higher 
education. The program 
will benefit students seeking 
entry-level or mid-manage-
ment positions in higher 
education and will consist 
of  36-credit hours over six 
eight-week terms for a one-
year duration.

The master of  business 
administration (MBA) 

graduate program will 
engage emerging traditional 
business administration 
practices while recognizing 
areas such as entrepreneur-
ship culture and more mod-
ern concepts like influencer 
culture. This will assist 
students in managerial and 
professional leadership 
responsibility for business, 
industry, and government, 
and will consist of  30-credit 
hours over five eight-week 
terms in a one-year dura-
tion.

The master of  arts in 
criminal justice graduate 
program aims to provide 
students with the opportuni-
ty to better understand how 
they can impact the crimi-
nal justice system through 
their involvement in a 
variety of  different aspects. 
This will benefit students 
seeking entry or supervi-
sory level career positions 
and will consist of  36-credit 
hours over 12 months for 
a non-thesis track or 15 
months for a thesis track.

“When we think about the 
future for Wiley Universi-
ty, the bold and audacious 
vision is that we are able to 
move through this experi-
ence in ways that continue 
to offer the world ways to 
think about us as the home 
of the great debaters, home 
of activists, scholars, vocal-
ists, athletes — all of  those 
components of  a student’s 

life — so that they can go 
into the world and go forth 
inspired,” said Bradley.

State of the College
The 2023 Homecoming 

State of the College Address 
brought the community, 
students, alumni, staff  and 
faculty together at the Julius 
S. Scott Chapel on Friday to 
celebrate their significant 
announcement featuring 
President Felton as the 
speaker. The university rec-
ognized recent achievements 
such as last year’s gift that 
erased student debt to the 
institution, the creation of  
the Transformation Center, 
the Kenny Ponder Welcome 
Center and partnerships 
that have secured over $9.5 
million in gifts, grants and 
services.

The announcement of  
Wiley University’s new 
name was met with cheers 
and applause from those in 
attendance as Felton spoke 
about the significance of the 
move, detailing the historical 
achievements of the insti-
tution and how they play a 
role in the vision for their 
future. This included Wiley’s 
contributions to help create 
the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference (SWAC) and 
being the first to receive a 
triple “A” academic rating 
for their available programs, 
among many others in the 
institution’s history.

“We return to our roots 
today as Wiley University 
because it signals to the 
world who we are, what 
we’re becoming and what we 
will be,” said Felton Jr. “We 
return to our roots and the 
liberal arts tradition where 
students are invited to learn 
from multiple disciplines 
while refining their talent in 
their respective majors.”

The State of the College 
Address showcased the 
institution’s implementa-
tion plan for the graduate 
programs as well as outlined 
several goals for the future 
to continue growing the 
university. This included an 
emphasis on three pillars of  
focus, which are enrollment, 
fundraising and academic 
innovation. Among the goals 
for Wiley University moving 
forward is a fundraising 
effort to bring in $10 million 
to continue their efforts in 
providing higher education 
for students.

“It is vital that we have 
your support,” said Felton. 
“To be an institution of  
unmitigated excellence, we 
must have the fiscal flexibil-
ity to provide our students 
with an exceptional physical 
learning environment and 
innovative curriculum of  
offerings.”

The university received 
checks from the Student 
Government Association, 
presented by president of  

the student-led organization, 
Elijah Strong, whose recent 
1873 Foundation fundraising 
campaign helped to provide 
a check for $1,873. The staff  
of Wiley University also pre-
sented two checks supported 
by their 1929 campaign in the 
amount of $1,929 and $2,2023.

“In the moment of days 
like this, since I have begun 
here as a student at Wiley 
University, I’ve learned 
that what you give to it, it 
will give back to you,” said 
Strong when presenting the 
check to Wiley University.

The announcement also 
included a special presenta-
tion of an honorary doc-
torate degree to Mr. Ivan O. 
White to recognize his life 
and work for the university. 
White is an alumni of Wiley 
University from the Class of  
1971 who had a distinguished 
career in higher education 
before retiring from Wiley 
after 25 years as the director 
of administrative service.

“I just hope that what I 
did in working with a lot of  
others was of meaning, and I 
continuously worked for the 
betterment of Wiley Univer-
sity,” said White.

The event came to a close 
with the unveiling of the 
new Wiley University logo 
adorning the Julius S. Scott 
Chapel on campus along 
with a performance by the 
Wiley University Acapella 
Choir before Felton thanked 
the Board of Trustees, 
community leaders, alumni, 
staff  and faculty for being 
stalwarts of the dream that 
inspired Wiley University.

“The past provides us with 
a roadmap, but it is up to us 
to see a future that contin-
ues to serve as a beacon of  
light. Go forth inspired,” said 
Felton Jr.

WILEY
From Page 1A

Nicholas Osborn/Marshall News Messenger Photos

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Wiley alumnus Ivan O. White received an honorary doctorate from his alma mater on Friday to recognize 
his life and work for the university. White is an alumni from the Class of 1971 who had a distinguished career in higher education before 
retiring from Wiley after 25 years as the director of administrative service. In a special 2023 Homecoming event to celebrate their his-
toric academic achievements on Friday, Nov. 3, Wiley College announced the institution is set to become Wiley University alongside the 
implementation of three new graduate programs. The university received checks from the Student Government Association, presented 
by president of the student-led organization, Elijah Strong, whose recent 1873 Foundation fundraising campaign helped to provide a 
check for $1,873.

“The bold 

and audacious 

vision is an 

opportunity for 

us as individuals 

in the institution, 

to really aspire 

to what is bold 

and audacious. 

To think outside 

the box or think 

in ways that move 

the institution 

forward and 

utilize and 

leverage our 

history for us to 

think about what 

was bold in 1873.”
— Wiley University COO 

Tashia Bradley

Nicholas Osborn/Marshall News Messenger Photos

ABOVE: Wiley President Herman Felton Jr. announced Friday the institution is set to become Wiley University alongside the implemen-
tation of three new graduate programs. BELOW: In a special 2023 Homecoming event to celebrate their historic academic achievements 
on Friday, Nov. 3, Wiley College announced the institution is set to become Wiley University alongside the implementation of three new 
graduate programs.
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Weide, a mother of five and 
grandmother of one.

“I would appreciate all my 
friends help if they can,” he 
said. “Thank you.”

Weide, 40, passed away af-
ter her home caught fire at 
her residence at 2870 Haynes 
Road near Harleton shortly 
after midnight.

“I lost my loving wife,” 
Weide’s husband Anthony 
said, noting how devastated 
he and his family are.

“She was my everything 
and the family’s glue and the 
animals’ momma, too,” he 
shared on his Facebook page.

Anthony said when the 
fire erupted the morning of  
Oct. 31, his wife was able to 
alert 911, but unfortunately 
lost contact after struggling 
to breathe due to the massive 
smoke inhalation.

“She called 911 and lost the 
call after she said she was 

having a hard time breath-
ing,” her husband said.

Fire units from Harleton, 
Woodlawn and Nesbitt vol-
unteer fire departments all 
responded to the scene.

“They knew about where 
she was at, but by the time 
(they found her, it was too 
late),” her sister-in-law ex-
plained.

Weide’s 14-year-old son, 
who was the only other oc-
cupant there at the time, was 
fortunately able to escape.

According to the prelim-
inary report, Fire Marshal 
Duana Couch determined 
that the cause of the fire was 
accidental.

“It appears to be electri-
cal,” shared HCSO Chief  
Deputy Hall Reavis.

In addition to the GoFund-
Me online fundraiser, Weide’s 
sister-in-law, Angela Mina-
trea, has set up an account 
at Cadence bank in Marshall 

to help assist the family with 
burial services. The account 
is organized as “Angela Mi-
natrea for Amanda’s Burial 
Fund.”

“They didn’t have any in-
surance... no burial insur-
ance, no house insurance or 
anything,” Minatrea told the 
News Messenger. “Every-
thing is gone.”

The fire also claimed the 
lives of several rabbits that 
Weide, who was owner of  
“Hopper Haven TX” animal 
rescue and rabbitry, was tak-
ing care of.

“She loved rabbits. She’s 
been rescuing them,” her 
sister-in-law, Minatrea said. 
“The last place she did a big 
rescue was in Waxahachie. 
She had over 100, and now 
like 28 because a lot of them 
perished in the fire.”

Weide’s husband plans to 
still carry on the rabbitry in 
her honor.

“He’s trying to hold onto 
the 28 of them that are left,” 
Minatrea said of her brother, 
Weide’s husband. “Me and 
my other brother, we’ve been 
trying to help him.”

Anthony said he also plans 
to keep his wife’s dream of  
having a petting zoo/farm 

alive on the 40 acres that she 
already invested in. He wel-
comes any volunteer help.

“She loved animals and 
her family,” Anthony told the 
News Messenger, sharing she 
also loved horseback riding 
and caring for rabbits, pup-
pies and other animals.

“When you see a rainbow 
that’s Amanda smiling, rid-
ing horseback with a dog by 
her side,” her obit says. “She 
was a loving mother and com-
panion, selfless and caring of  
others.”

“She’ll be very missed,” 
said Minatrea.

Directors.
Among other aspects of  

the Veterans Day program, 
the Hallsville High School 
Band, under the direction 
of  Band Director Sherri 
Morgan — who is celebrat-
ing her 50th year as Halls-
ville Band Director — will 
perform patriotic music for 
the program, including a 
“Musical Salute to Ameri-
ca’s Finest,” which honors 
veterans of  each branch of  
the United States military.

Christina Anderson, 
president of  the volunteer 
Marshall Depot Board of  
Directors, said “We invite 
veterans, their families, and 
all community members to 
attend the annual ceremo-
ny to honor and express our 
community’s profound ap-
preciation for the brave ser-
vice and sacrifice of  those 
who have given so much for 
our nation. It’s so important 
that we honor and appreci-
ate all veterans not just on 
Veterans Day, but every 
day.”

Anderson also invited 
those attending to stay for 

a special program immedi-
ately following the Veterans 
Day program at the same 
venue at the Marshall De-
pot.

The name of  the program, 
coordinated by the Board of  
Directors of  Marshall De-
pot Inc., is “Marshall, Tex-
as: Railroad in our Roots.”

The program begins at 
12:15 p.m. at the Marshall 
Depot and will focuses on 
sharing aspects of  Mar-
shall’s important and fasci-
nating railroad history and 
honoring our Texas & Pacif-
ic railroad veterans, their 
families, and descendants.

Refreshments will be 
served following the pro-
gram, and visitors are invit-
ed to tour the Texas & Pacif-
ic Railway Museum and Gift 
Shop, located in the Mar-
shall Depot. They can view 
some of  recent and exciting 
donated artifacts, as well as 
new additions and upgrades 
that have been made to the 
Depot and Museum by the 
volunteer Board of  Direc-
tors.

Other Events

Marshall ISD: Wil-

liam B. Travis Elementary 

School will host a Veterans 

Day program on Friday, 

Nov. 10 at 1 p.m. in the caf-

eteria.

Hallsville ISD: Halls-

ville ISD will host a Veter-

ans Day parade and pro-

gram on Friday, Nov. 10.

Those wishing to partic-

ipate in the parade should 

meet at the back of  Halls-

ville High School by the wa-
ter tower. The parade will 
wind through each campus, 
ending at West Elementary 
School.

At the conclusion of  the 
parade, a breakfast will be 
served at West Elementa-
ry School. A patriotic mu-
sic program will begin at 
10 a.m.

Waskom ISD: Waskom 
ISD will host a Veterans 
Day program at 10 a.m. on 

Friday, Nov. 10 at the High 

School gym. The program 

is open to the public and all 

veterans. A reception will 

follow for veterans.

Elysian Fields ISD: Ely-

sian Fields ISD will host a 

Veterans Day program on 

Friday, Nov. 10 at 8:45 a.m. 

at the High School audito-

rium. Veterans are invited 

to arrive early and enjoy a 

breakfast at 8:20 a.m.

NNoottiiccee ooff 22002233 VViirrttuuaall PPuubblliicc HHeeaarriinngg -- AAttllaannttaa DDiissttrriicctt

AAvvaaiillaabbllee ffoorr VViieewwiinngg aatt 44 pp..mm.. oonn TTuueessddaayy,, DDeecc.. 1122,, 22002233

In accordance with Texas Administrative Code, Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 25, Subchapter D, Rule §25.55 (a)
and (b), the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will be conducting the 2023 Virtual Annual Bicycle
Hearing for the Atlanta District. The virtual public hearing’s pre-recorded presentation will be available for
viewing on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023 at 4 p.m. This virtual hearing format (no in-person hearing) includes a
pre-recorded video presentation and comment opportunity. To view the pre-recorded video presentation and
hearing materials, please visit www.txdot.gov and search for Atlanta 2023 Virtual Annual Bicycle Hearing. The
presentation will include both audio and visual components.

The purpose of this virtual public hearing is to provide information regarding transportation projects and
programs that might affect bicycle-use on the state system within the Atlanta District. The nine counties
within the Atlanta District include: Bowie, Camp, Cass, Harrison, Marion, Morris, Panola, Titus, and Upshur. A
presentation showing bicycle and pedestrian roadway accommodations will be shown during the virtual hearing
and you will have the opportunity to provide verbal or written comments by phone, mail, or email.

Comments from the public regarding the district transportation projects and programs that might affect bicycle
use on the state highway system are requested and can be submitted online, by email to Jason.Overmyer@
txdot.gov, or by mail to TxDOT Atlanta District Office, Attn: Jason Overmyer, 701 E. Main St., Atlanta, TX
75551.Verbal comments may be submitted by calling and leaving a voicemail at (903)884-4169.All comments
must be received or postmarked on or before Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024. Responses to written comments received
and public testimony provided will be made available online at www.txdot.gov once they have been prepared.

The 2023 Virtual Annual Bicycle Hearing will be conducted in English. If you need an interpreter or document
translator because English is not your primary language or have difficulty communicating effectively in English,
one will be provided to you. If you have a disability and need assistance, special arrangements can be made
to accommodate most needs. If you need interpretation or translation services or are a person with a disability
who requires an accommodation to attend and participate in the 2023 Virtual Annual Bicycle Hearing, please
contact Jason Overmyer, Atlanta District, at (903) 799-1205 no later than 4 p.m. CT, Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023.
Please be aware that advance notice is required as some services and accommodations may require time for
the Texas Department of Transportation to arrange.

For additional information or to be added to the mailing list of individuals or organizations interested in bicycle
use on the state system, or if you have any general questions or concerns regarding the virtual hearing, please
contact Jason Overmyer, at 701 E. Main St., Atlanta, TX 75551, (903) 799-1205 or Jason.Overmyer@txdot.gov.

Written comments may be mailed or emailed:
Texas Department of Transportation
Attention: Jason Overmyer
701 E. Main St.
Atlanta, TX 75551
Jason.Overmyer@txdot.gov

All comments must be postmarked or otherwise received by Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024 to be included in the virtual
public hearing summary report.

AAvviissoo ddee AAuuddiieenncciiaa PPúúbblliiccaa VViirrttuuaall ddee 22002233 -- DDiissttrriittoo ddee AAttllaannttaa
DDiissppoonniibbllee ppaarraa vveerr aa llaass 44 pp..mm.. eell mmaarrtteess,, 1122 ddee ddiicciieemmbbrree ddee 22002233

De acuerdo con el Código Administrativo de Texas, Título 43, Parte 1, Capítulo 25, Subcapítulo D, Regla §25.55 (a) y

(b), el Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) llevará a cabo la Audiencia Virtual Anual de Bicicletas 2023 para

Atlanta Distrito. La presentación pregrabada de la audiencia pública virtual estará disponible para su visualización

el martes 12 de diciembre de 2023 a las 4 p.m. Este formato de audiencia virtual (sin audiencia en persona) incluye

una presentación de video pregrabada y oportunidad de comentarios. Para ver la presentación en video pregrabada y

los materiales de la audiencia, visite www.txdot.gov y busque “Audiencia virtual sobre bicicletas en Atlanta 2023”. La

presentación incluirá componentes de audio y visuales.

El propósito de esta audiencia pública virtual es brindar información sobre proyectos y programas de transporte que

podrían afectar el uso de bicicletas en el sistema estatal dentro del Distrito de Atlanta. Los nueve condados dentro del

Distrito de Atlanta incluyen: Bowie, Camp, Cass, Harrison, Marion, Morris, Panola, Titus y Upshur. Durante la audiencia

virtual, se mostrará una presentación que muestra las adaptaciones de las vías para bicicletas y peatones y tendrá la

oportunidad de proporcionar comentarios verbales o escritos por teléfono, correo postal o correo electrónico.

Se solicitan comentarios del público sobre los proyectos y programas de transporte del distrito que podrían afectar el

uso de bicicletas en el sistema de carreteras del estado y se pueden enviar en línea, por correo electrónico a Jason.

Overmyer@txdot.gov, o por correo a la oficina del distrito de TxDOT Atlanta, Attn : Jason Overmyer, 701 E. Main St.,

Atlanta, TX 75551. Se pueden enviar comentarios verbales llamando y dejando un correo de voz al (903) 224-8390.

Todos los comentarios deben recibirse o tener matasellos del martes 2 de enero de 2024 o antes. Las respuestas a los

comentarios escritos recibidos y el testimonio público proporcionado estarán disponibles en línea en www.txdot.gov una

vez que se hayan preparado.

La audiencia virtual anual de bicicletas de 2023 se llevará a cabo en inglés. Si necesita un intérprete o traductor de

documentos porque el inglés no es su idioma principal o tiene dificultades para comunicarse de manera efectiva en

inglés, se le proporcionará uno. Si tiene una discapacidad y necesita asistencia, se pueden hacer arreglos especiales para

satisfacer la mayoría de las necesidades. Si necesita servicios de interpretación o traducción o es una persona con una

discapacidad que requiere una adaptación para asistir y participar en la Audiencia anual virtual de bicicletas de 2023,

comuníquese con Jason Overmyer, coordinador de bicicletas, al (903) 799-1205 a más tardar a las 4 p.m. CT, jueves 7 de

diciembre de 2023. Tenga en cuenta que se requiere notificación previa ya que algunos servicios y adaptaciones pueden

requerir tiempo para que el Departamento de Transporte de Texas los organice.

Para obtener información adicional o para ser agregado a la lista de correo de personas u organizaciones interesadas en el

uso de bicicletas en el sistema estatal, o si tiene alguna pregunta o inquietud general con respecto a la audiencia virtual,

comuníquese con Jason Overmyer, en 701 E. Main St., Atlanta, TX 75551, (903) 799-1205 o Jason.Overmyer@txdot.gov.

Los comentarios escritos pueden enviarse por correo o por correo electrónico:

Texas Department of Transportation

Attention: Jason Overmyer

701 E. Main St.

Atlanta, TX 75551

Jason.Overmyer@txdot.gov

Todos los comentarios deben tener matasellos o recibirse antes del martes 2 de enero de 2024 para que se incluyan en

el informe resumido de la audiencia pública virtual.

Contributed Photos

A house fire that occurred at 2870 Haynes Road near Harleton on Oct. 31 claimed the life of 40-year-
old Amanda Weide. A GoFundMe account has been organized to assist her family as well as a burial 
fund account at Cadence Bank in Marshall.

FIRE
From Page 1A

From Staff Reports

An Ore City man died 
after driving off  the road 
and striking a tree on Old 
Avinger Road in Harrison 
County, the Texas Depart-
ment of  Public Safety said.

Lynwood A. Bowland 
Jr., 76, died Saturday, Nov. 
4, a few days after the Oct. 
31 crash, Sgt. Adam Albrit-
ton said.

DPS troopers were 
called around 5:35 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 31 to Old 
Avinger Road, about one 
mile east of  Ore City.

Albritton said a prelim-
inary investigation shows 
that a car driven by Bow-
land was traveling east on 
the road, approaching a 
curve. The car traveled off  
the road and struck a tree, 
Albritton said.

Bowland was pro-
nounced dead by Dr. 
Elaine Cleveland and Dr. 
Afshan Hussain at Chris-
tus Mother Francis Hospi-
tal in Tyler on Nov. 4.

Ore City 
man dies 
in crash

BY NICHOLAS OSBORN

nosborn@marshallnewsmessenger.com

The Marshall High School 
Fine Arts Department will 
be presenting a showing of  
“Once Upon a Mattress” for 
the community on Nov. 11 
and 12 at the high school au-
ditorium.

The musical is based on 
the book by Jay Thompson, 

Marshall Barer and Dean 
Fuller and features music 
by Mary Rodger with lyr-
ics by Marshall Barer. The 
event will be held on Nov. 11 
with two showings, the first 
at 2 p.m. and the second at 
7 p.m. The final showing 
will be on Nov. 12 at 3 p.m. 
Each showing is expected 
to run for an estimated 2 
hours.

“The students and direc-
tors have worked so hard 
and it’s going to be so much 
fun!” read the announce-
ment from Marshal ISD on 
social media.

“Once Upon a Mattress” 
is described as a musical 
comedy version of  the 1835 
story “The Princess and 
the Pea” by Hans Christian 
Andersen. It first came to 

Broadway in 1959. The play 
tells the story of  Princess 
Winnifred, a brash girl who 
competes for the hand of  
Prince Dauntless, whose 
mother Queen Aggravain 
declares must marry a 
“true” princess before any-
one else in the kingdom can 
marry. Marshall ISD show-
cased a poster for the event 
with art by Malachi Baird.

Tickets for each showing 
of  “Once Upon a Mattress” 
will be available online 
through the QR code on the 
event flier or at the door 
before entry, priced at $5 
per student or child and $8 
per adult. The event will be 
held at the Marshall high 
school auditorium located 
at 1900 Maverick Drive in 
Marshall.

MHS to present ‘Once Upon a Mattress’

Contributed Photo

Hallsville ISD hosted a Veterans Day parade on Friday, Nov. 11, 2022 at its campuses. Students, staff 
and community members lined the streets as veterans made their way around to each campus.

VETERANS
From Page 1A
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VIEWPOINTS

I
s there anything on the internet you can 
believe?

In the last week, internet viewers 
have been treated to photos of  Donald 
Trump sucking on a pacifier and another 
one of  his wearing an orange jail jumpsuit, 
Hillary Clinton trick-or-treating as a green-
faced witch, and one of  Chris Christy 
depicted as a beluga whale.

But this story on a major news site seems 
to have built-in truisms.

A recent news article 
in Politico started this 
way: “Donald Trump 
wants to ‘revolutionize’ 
higher education if  
elected president.”

Donald Trump? 
The former president? 
The guy who started 
“Trump University,” 
ran it for five years and 
was ordered to close it 
and reimburse students 
$25,000,000 for being 
a “fraudulent enter-
prise”?

Remember the class action lawsuit 
against Trump U? It was not a university 
and was also advertised as Trump Wealth 
Institute and Trump Entrepreneur Initia-
tive, LLC.

In effect, it was supposed to be a real 
estate training program billed as a “uni-
versity”; it did not count for college credit, 
grant degrees or give grades. What it did 
was rake in money from folks enamored 
with Trump’s persona, self-constructed 
“see how rich I am” reputation and his 
self-aggrandizing book, “Art of  the Deal.”

That Donald Trump? The one who is 
running for president and could win if  he 
avoids prison after being indicted in three 
different jurisdictions on 91 felony counts?

That Donald Trump?
Recently the twice-impeached president, 

in a campaign video, emphatically stated 
that if  elected he would create a federally 
funded online university that awards “free” 
degrees.

Of  course, there’s catch: It would not 
allow “wokeness or jihadism” to be taught; 
it would be taxpayer funded.

Federally funded? Well, if  passing 
dubious legislation counts, his new policy 
proposal would continue to tax large 
private university endowments and add 
plain-ol’ tax dollars to pay for his “Ameri-
can Academy.”

The school would grant credit to prospec-
tive students for past coursework and then 
use their credentials to apply for jobs with 
the U.S. government and federal contrac-
tors, according to news reports.

Stop. Breathe. Do what?
On the surface, Trump seems to be focus-

ing on what he considers “wokeness” on 
college campuses due to certain responses 
to the deadly attack on Israel by Hamas.

Trump said, “We spend more money on 
higher education than any other country 
and yet, they’re turning our students into 
communists and terrorists and sympathiz-
ers of  many, many different dimensions. 
We can’t let this happen.”

Who will run American Academy has 
not been decided; good money is riding on 
it being a Trump loyalist who will do his 
bidding… and agree to sign an iron-clad 
non-disclosure agreement.

Trump officials did state in a release 
they would look to include “private sector 
resources” and might include including 
“oversight by an existing government 
agency, a presidentially appointed board or 
commission, or a publicly funded private 
entity,”

Did you catch that? “Publicly funded 
private entity” is in the mix, which trans-
lates to “rich friends of  Trump and other 
politicians” getting richer off  tax revenue.

Would it be a good move to create a new 
educational model that would compete 
with the thousands of  existing institutions 
of  higher learning?

From an historical perspective, the idea 
of  a national, American university is not 
new. In George Washington’s first address 
to Congress in 1780, he called on the new 
legislature to consider establishing a 
national university to promote science, 
literature and civic education. “Wokeness” 
was not mentioned.

Trump’s idea for a national university is 
steeped in political ideology, not education.

In his first year in office Trump pushed 
Congress to pass a 1.4 percent levy on en-
dowment income; and 58 institutions paid 
a total of  hundreds of  millions on the in-
come. The levy is on universities that have 
at least 500 tuition-paying students and net 
assets of  at least $500,000 per student.

“The problem with people who live in a 
world of  speeches and books and theories 
is they don’t know how to fix things in the 
real world when they go wrong. They feign 
ignorance, blame others, and make another 
eloquent speech.”

— Kathleen Troia McFarland

I urge, then, first of  all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for all people— for kings and all those 
in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

— 1 Timothy 2:1-2

FOR STARTERS

BY JENNIFER RUBIN

Guest Columnist

A
mericans have no shortage of  eco-
nomic data. Some of  the data — 14 
million new jobs — is familiar by 

now.
Unemployment is at 3.9 percent. Manu-

facturing jobs have increased by around 
800,000 under President Biden. And the 
clean-energy boom is well underway. (“A 
nonpartisan business group that advocates 
for clean energy estimates that 403,000 jobs 
will be created by the 210 major energy 
projects announced since the Inflation 
Reduction Act took effect in mid-2022,” the 
Associated Press reported recently. “At 
least $86 billion in investments have been 
announced, with the biggest job gains in 
expected in the electric vehicles, battery 
storage and solar energy sectors.”)

On the inflation front, we are not at the 2 
percent target, but inflation has come down 
to 3.7 percent. Biden can boast: Core infla-
tion is at its lowest level in two years, and 
we have one of  the lowest inflation rates of  
any major economy in the world.

The results are impressive.
The Wall Street Journal seemed almost 

apologetic about its gloom-and-doom 
forecasts. “It is easy to make fun of  other 
people’s past forecasts, but considering 
the hurdles the economy has had to clear, 
it really is striking that it has done so 
well,” the Journal intoned. “Add that 
inflation has cooled despite the addition 
of  2.4 million jobs so far this year, and 
gross domestic product is expanding much 
faster than economists expected,” the re-
port added. The economy even overcame 
“a regional bank crisis, a sharp increase 
in both short- and long-term borrowing 
costs, and the resumption of  student-debt 
payments.”

Less discussed is why this is happening.
One data point emerged last week that 

might explain how we are simultaneously 
getting strong growth and reduced unem-
ployment and inflation. The Labor Depart-
ment reported, “Nonfarm business sector 
labor productivity increased 4.7 percent in 
the third quarter of  2023, the U.S. Bureau 
of  Labor Statistics reported today . . . as 
output increased 5.9 percent and hours 
worked increased 1.1 percent.” Moreover, 
the report found, “The increase in labor 
productivity is the highest rate since the 
third quarter of  2020, in which productiv-
ity increased 5.7 percent. From the same 
quarter a year ago, nonfarm business 
sector labor productivity increased 2.2 
percent in the third quarter of  2023.”

Bottom line: We are not seeing wage in-
flation, which many experts predicted. In-
stead, the report found: “Unit labor costs 
in the nonfarm business sector decreased 
0.8 percent in the third quarter of  2023, 
reflecting a 3.9-percent increase in hourly 
compensation and a 4.7-percent increase 
in productivity.” This continues a pattern 
some picked up on over the summer.

As Karl W. Smith observed at 
Bloomberg: “Rising labor productivity 
means the economy can create more 
stuff  with the same number of  workers, 
working the same number of  hours. That’s 
crucial because getting inflation back un-
der control requires either businesses to 
increase the supply of  goods and services 
or consumers to decrease their demand.” 
In this case, business has increased sup-
ply, allowing consumers to buy more. That 
boosted the consumer spending number, 
critical to the U.S. economy’s perfor-
mance.

Most important 
economic number 

hasn’t gotten 
enough attention

Saying it is 
not doing it

S
ome years ago while 
returning from Israel, 
I read Dan Brown’s 

novel Inferno about using 
science, genetics and threats 
of overpopulation to modify 
people genetically. In the past 
Brown attacked Christianity 
in his books, especially in 
The Da Vinci Code, offering 
alternative explanations and 
historical bases.

I was surprised to learn 
nothing obviously anti-Chris-
tian in this book. He raises 
moral questions pertaining to 
overpopulation. In my thinking, Brown’s 
new novel generates some comparisons 
and contrasts with our time-period and 
that between World War I and World 
War II. We need to consider these pres-
ent factors; what is happening before our 
eyes right now.

Weapons were very important during 
the World Wars, especially during the 
‘20s and ‘30s, as Germany re-armed 
and turned her intellect, industry and 
chemical resources to war technology 
development. During this time, German 
genius was applied to build an arsenal 
that ravaged the world. Millions of peo-
ple were sacrificed on the altar of their 
aggression. Aircrafts, bombs, subma-
rines, chemical weapons, machine guns, 
tanks, flame throwers, land mines, hand 
grenades and nuclear weapons became 
reality. Germany even worked on devel-
oping an atomic bomb and was close to 
achieving that goal when defeat came.

The American development of a 
nuclear weapon brought the war to an 
end. What if  Germany had achieved 
that weapon? That is a question that we 
must consider, particularly in the light 
of North Korea, Iran and other rogue 
nations achieving this ultimate weapon, 
along with the threat to use it. Such 
leaders do not have any moral guidance, 
indeed some like the Iranians have a 
religious mandate to destroy their ene-
mies and heretics (i.e., Jews, Christians, 
Europeans and Americans).

During the last century, the world 
mostly ignored the threat of radical 
leaders, thinking they would not carry 
out their nightmare visions. Yet both 
Asians and Europeans did what they 
said they wanted to do. Some businesses 
and world leaders even cooperated with 
these nightmarish ventures until the 
terror of their actions became so vile 
and vicious. While in Israel, I added a 
new book to my collection on the time 
under consideration. I purchased, at the 
Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem, Diar-
muid Jeffreys’ Hell’s Cartel: I G Farben 
and the Making of Hitler’s War Machine 
(2008), that clearly presents the interlock-
ing of German industry and the Nazis.

Through the years a number of  
studies have revealed the sad history 
and involvement of organizations, 
businesses, industries and individuals in 
the tragedy of World War I and II. Even 
American businesses and industries 
were variously involved in the Nazi 
venture. The famous book that detailed 
the role of one American company in 
these events was Edwin Black’s IBM and 
the Holocaust: The Strategic Alliance 
Between Nazi Germany and America’s 
Most Powerful Corporation (2001). Many 
people, both business and government 
leaders, simply did nothing to confront 
Germany’s leadership during those 
awful and eventful years.

Much the same attitudes and actions 
are taking place today as threats and 

intentions are voiced by evil 
leaders. North Korea and Iran 
are just two examples in our 
day. The world has not acted 
to prevent these rogue nations 
from obtaining the ultimate 
weapon with which to intim-
idate and threaten others. 
Indeed, our own leadership 
armed Islamic radicals in Egypt 
and Syria, much like was done 
in an earlier time when “Charlie 
Wilson’s War” was conducted. It 
is likely that not only Israel will 
have to face our weapons, but 
we may have to also when the 

radical Muslims use our weapons. Such 
actions cannot be anything but anti-Is-
rael, indeed anti-semitic in the worst 
kind of way. Such attitudes in the face of  
anti-semitism and radical Islam is much 
like the reactions of world leaders to 
what was happening in Asia and Europe 
in the 1930s. Certainly, we should not co-
operate with or fund such evil ventures.

Eugenics has once again risen as an 
important movement. Brown’s book is 
about using genetic research to solve the 
overpopulation problem. The problem 
of water, air, food and other limited 
resources are brought together in this 
novel with the solution being adminis-
tered in a viral “weapon” rendering two-
thirds of the world’s population infertile, 
unable to reproduce, and only a random 
one third capable of reproduction. The 
idea of eugenics as a weapon is not new, 
but Brown has again raised the possibili-
ty of a new phase of warfare capabilities.

When Adolf Hitler discussed the use 
of such genetic engineering in Mein 
Kampf in the 1920s, nobody took him 
serious or thought about the actual 
implementation of such thinking. Now 
we know that he was serious because 
the Führer and his supporters actual did 
what he envisioned. Dan Brown’s “trans-
humanism” must not be dismissed as 
just another “novel idea” proposed as a 
solution for the world’s overpopulation. 
Brown’s idea is intriguing, non-violent 
and “creative,” but it isn’t entirely with-
out risk or immorality.

The shadow of eugenics still darkens 
our world — from China’s forced One 
Child policy to the United States’ abor-
tion policy; birth control to immigration 
management; ethnic cleansing to indi-
vidual assassination; hidden interroga-
tion camps to Russian gulags; murder of  
Christians to the slaughter of innocents. 
All of these horrors are promoted as 
ways to better the world for select groups 
of people. My suggestion is that we must 
once again make it clear to radicals such 
as the Muslim Brotherhood, Iranians, 
neo-Nazis, radical Islamists, religious 
terrorists, unrepentant leftists and 
associated murderers that we will not 
tolerate such ideas and behaviors.

It is way past time that we challenge 
our national administration’s (Republi-
can or Democrat) funding, arming and 
promoting jihadists in the world. We 
must come out in defense of Christians 
who are being slaughtered because of  
their faith by radical Islamists, partic-
ularly in Africa, Pakistan and China. 
We certainly should cut all foreign aid 
to such regimes and put them on notice 
regarding their behavior.

The solution and the salvation we 
must seek include both individuals and 
communities. Consequently, I have and 
will continue to suggest that we make an 
effort toward “community conversation” 

Comparisons, contracts 
and concerns

JERRY 

HOPKINS

COLUMNIST

GEORGE 

SMITH

COLUMNIST

See RUBIN, Page 6A See HOPKINS, Page 6A See SMITH, Page 6A
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www.MagnoliaPlaceJefferson.com

Our program offers various services including:
• Join our invigorating exercise classes tailored to all fitness levels.
• Discover the beauty of outdoor gardening and reconnect with nature.
• Unleash your creativity with our engaging arts and crafts sessions.
• Engage your senses and stimulate your memory through activities specifically designed
to boost cognition.
• Nourish your soul and explore spirituality through our inspiring programs.
• Participate in group activities, events, and outings to create a vibrant and supportive
community.
At Magnolia Place, we believe in nurturing the 6 dimensions of wellness

to help lead a fulfilling and enriched life.

Introducing the

Life Works
Wellness
Program

Ralo’s Lube & Autoe & Au
Oil Changes, State Inspections,Oil Changes, State Inspections,

Tires & Much, Much More!Tires & Much, Much More!

Open Mon-Fri 8AM-5:30PMOpen Mon-Fri 8AM-5:30PM

Sat 8AM-12PMSat 8AM-12PM ·· Closed SunClosed Sun

2607 E End Blvd. N · 903-935-40512607 E End Blvd. N · 903-935-4051

www.pistonlubecenters.comwww.pistonlubecenters.com

MEET YOUR ORCHESTRA SERIES

CHECK WEBSITE FOR DATES,

TIMES AND LOCATIONS

WWW.MARSHALLSYMPHONY.COM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2023

7:00 PM

YOUTHFUL INSPIRATION

Features 17 year old violinist Steven Lu. Violinist

Steven Lu was the Grand Prize winner of the 2023

Juanita Miller Competition, sponsored by the Texas

Association of Symphony Orchestras. He was also

the first prize winner of the Collin

County Young Artists

Competition and the 2022 second

prize winner of the Lynn Harrell

Competition. He is from Plano,

TX. He’ll perform Tchaikovsky’s

virtuosic violin concerto.

EAST TEXAS BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

ROGERS SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER

BY JESSICA HARKER 

jharker@marshallnewsmessenger.com

On July 4, 2026 the Unit-
ed States of  America will 
mark its 250th anniversa-
ry, and the local Martha 
McCraw chapter of  the 
Daughters of  the American 
Revolution in Jefferson is 
taking an early opportuni-
ty to celebrate.

This week the DAR chap-
ter held a special com-
memorative event at the 
First Methodist Church of  
Jefferson, where they paid 
homage to the upcoming 
anniversary.

“We are so thankful that 
all of  you have come out to-
night to enjoy this special 
presentation with us all,” 
said DAR member Meriam 
Blair during the event.

The event featured a spe-
cial performance by for-
mer Judge Josh Morriss III 
of  “A Standing Miracle,” a 
one-person short play dis-
cussing the role that God 
played in ensuring Presi-
dent George Washington 
and the entire American 
Revolutionary Army were 
victorious over 200 years 
ago.

Morriss performed the 
play for those in attendance 
that the event, pinpointing 
and discussing historical 
events of  the revolution-
ary war, and how the di-
vine power of  God played a 
hand in American victory.

“Well you’ve heard it 
that the liberties of  Amer-
ican were thanks to divine 
intervention,” Morriss said 
during his presentation.

Also during the meeting, 
the DAR chapter gave out 
its annual Good Citizen 
award, which went to local 
high school senior Michelle 
Brady. Leah Cooper with 
DAR said that Brady was 
awarded the recognition 
this year for her volunteer 
work and patriotic service.

Brady has plans to en-
list in the military after 
graduation, with hopes of  
joining the army reserves 
before she officially grad-
uates from school. She 
also is highly involved in 
Jefferson High School, or-
ganizing volunteers for the 
Haunted Trails fundraiser 
annually, along with par-
ticipating in powerlifting, 
playing the cello, Nation-
al Honors Society, Future 
Farmers of  America, Span-
ish Club and much more.

Community members 
in attendance at the event 
also got the chance to hear 
from Judge Rodney Gil-
strap, who spoke on the im-
portance of  the upcoming 
anniversary and the pow-
er of  the rights we have as 
Americans.

Gilstrap discussed spe-
cifically the right to trial 
by jury, in both criminal 
and civil cases, something 
that is unique to the United 
States, and how important 
it is to the foundation of  
our democracy.

“I really think about that 
precious right to trial by 
jury, and how many people 
had to work and sacrifice 
and put their lives on the 
line for us to achieve that,” 
he said.

Jefferson DAR celebrates America’s 250th anniversary

Jessica Harker/Marshall                         
News Messenger Photos

FROM TOP: Judge Josh Morriss 
performs as George Washington 
during the presentation of "A 
Standing Miracle." The Jefferson 
DAR chapter presents senior 
Michelle Brady with the Good 
Citizen award. Leah Cooper pins 
Brady after recognizing her ac-
complishments during the event. 
Meriam Blair with the local DAR 
welcomes guests to the event 
this week. Members of the Mar-
shall High School JROTC present 
the colors to open the meeting 
this Monday in Jefferson. Judge 
Josh Morriss performs “A Stand-
ing Miracle” for those gathered 
at the event this Monday. Judge 
Rodney Gilstrap speaks to those 
gathered at the First Methodist 
Church of Jefferson this week 
for the event.
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“YOUR FAMILY
IS OUR FAMILY”

Voted Hometown

Best 17 Years.

Nursing And

Rehabilitation

Marshall Manor
Nursing &

Rehabilitation Center
is more than a Quality
health care center...

It’s HOME

• Rapid Rehab

24/7 RN Supervision

• Private & Semi Private

Rooms

• Medicare

• Medicaid

• Private Insurance

1007 S. Washington • Marshall, TX • 903.935.7971
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903.232.7239903.232.7239
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The ad deadline for the following day is 2pm

SERVICES
By Downs Funeral Home

DownsFuneralHome
4608ElysianFieldsRdMarshall,Texas75672

P: 903.927.1700 † F: 903.927.1282

SammyDale Smith
Visitation: 12-1 p.m., Tuesday,

November 7, 2023

County Line Cemetery,

Diana, Texas

StacyDoss
Memorial Service: 2 p.m.,

Saturday, November, 11, 2023

Downs Funeral Home

Proudly Serving
OurCommunity
for 18YEARS

ComeSeeUs
ForComplete
Burial Services,
Cremations,&

Pre-Arrangements

Call For an
Appointment
(903) 927-1700

Doris Kumberger
Fowler

JERSEY CITY — Doris
Kumberger Fowler, age 91
of Griffin GA, passed on
Friday August 4, 2023 at
4:30 a.m.

Doris was born March
6, 1932, to Charles and
Edna Kumberger in
Jersey City, NJ. During
her 91 years, Doris lived
in Palisades Park, NJ, San
Diego CA, SanMarcus CA,
Shreveport LA, Jefferson
TX and Griffin GA.

Preceding her in death
was her husband Calvin,
her parents, and her
sister Carol Lorraine
Thompson.

There are many
left to remember her;
Daughters: Karyl Ann
(Randall) Bordner, Mari
Joyce (Joseph) Bradford;
Grandchildren: Rachel
Bordner, Amanda (Zach)
Bordner Howard, Vanessa
Peskishev, and Anthony
Bradford; Great grand-
daughter, Julia Smith;
Nephews: Thomas
(Donna) Thompson and
Chuck (Lisa) Thompson,
Niece; Kimberly (Jarred)
Smith; Great nieces;
Lydia Thompson, Carol
Thompson, Rebecca
Thompson, Caroline
Smith, Catherine Smith,
and Ivy Gentry and a host
of family and friends.

The Celebration of Life
will be held on Saturday,
November 11, 2023, at
2 p.m. at the Algoma
Cemetery North Pavilion
in Marshall TX.

Horace Jones
HUGHES SPRINGS —

Services for Horace Jones
will be 11:00 a.m. Thursday,
November 9, 2023 at Cross
Roads Missionary Baptist
Church. Burial will follow at
Sardis Cemetery under the
direction of Reeder-Davis
Funeral Home in Hughes
Springs. Visitation is from
10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
Thursday. An online guest
book may be signed at www.
reeder-davis.com.

Millie Lafaye Alford
MARSHALL — Funeral

services for Millie Lafaye
Alford, 77, will be held
Saturday, November 11, 2023,
in the Lewis Funeral Home
Chapel at 1:00 p.m. Interment
will follow at the PowderMill
Cemetery. Viewing is Friday,
November 10, 2023, from 1:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Lewis
Funeral Home. Mrs. Alford
was born June 30, 1046, in
Driver, Arkansas and died
October 28, 2023.

Phillip Madison
Ferguson

LONGVIEW, TEXAS—
Phillip M. Ferguson, 83, of
Longview, passed on Nov.
4, 2023, in Longview. Born
on July 6, 1940, in Gilmer,
to Eddith and William
Ferguson. He is survived by
his wife Phyllis Ferguson.
Online condolences
may be left on the Welch
Funeral Home website at
CammackFamily.com.

Robert John Sattler
MARSHALL — Robert

John Sattler age 79, of
Marshall, Texas passed away
on November 5, 2023, at his
home. He was born on May
16, 1944, in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania to Theodore
and Helen Jefferies Sattler.
He is survived by his wife
DeborahLynnRogers Sattler.
A private memorial service
will be held at a later date.
Online condolences may be
left at CammackFamily.com.

Sammy Dale Smith
MARSHALL — Services

for Sammy Dale Smith, 51,
of Marshall, Texas were
held at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday,
November 7, 2023, at County
Line Cemetery in Diana,
Texas. Mr. Smith passed
away on November 3, 2023,
in Longview, Texas.

Special to the News Messenger

The Hallsville Intermedi-
ate School Bobcat Math and 
Science Team traveled to 
White Oak on Saturday to 
compete in their first meet of  
the year.

They finished second place 
in the large school division, 
but they made tremendous 
strides in their goal to take 
first place from Pine Tree.

Their second meet of the 
year will be at Atlanta Mid-
dle School Saturday, Dec. 2.

Some notable finishes at 
the White Oak meet were:

Number Sense: sixth 
grade: second place Con-
ley Bice, fourth place Jack 
Thorson, fifth place Mak-
enna Smead; eighth grade: 
first place Emma Davis, sec-
ond place Chandler Emer-
ine

Calculator: sixth grade: 
first place Conley Bice, 

fourth place Zoey Zhorne, 
fifth place Colten Wallace, 
sixth place Kade Spykals-
ki; eighth grade: third 
place Chandler Emerine, 
fourth place Emma Davis, 
fifth place Harrison Daub

General Math: sixth 
grade: fifth place Zoey 
Richardson, sixth place 
Paisley Starks; eighth 
grade: first place Emma 
Davis, third place Gar-
rett Simmons, fifth place 

Chandler Emerine, sixth 
place Harrison Daub

Science: sixth grade: 
fourth place Natalie 
Boughton; seventh grade: 
second place Pierson 
Haines, fourth place Nich-

olas Fincher, sixth place 
Lauren Courtney; eighth 
grade: first place Gar-
rett Simmons, third place 
Jacob Whitehurst, fifth 
place Avery Orr, sixth 
place Emma Davis

Hallsville teams compete at White Oak UIL meet

Contributed Photo

The Hallsville Intermediate School Bobcat Math and Science Team traveled to White Oak on Saturday to compete in their first meet of 
the year. They finished second place in the large school division.

It’s too early to see if  
the trend will last or if  it is 
directly related to Biden’s 
economic agenda. Productiv-
ity waxes and wanes, tied to 
surges and lulls in growth. 
However, if  productivity 
gains and growth (which 
soared in the third quarter) 
continue over an extended 
period without a surge in 
inflation, Biden should claim 
some credit.

After all, Biden’s plan was 
to increase growth and the 
share of wealth going to the 
middle and working classes. 
By investing in infrastruc-
ture, green energy and other 
ventures, he hoped to boost 
productivity and allow wage 
gains without inflation.

In its first year, the Infla-
tion Reduction Act drove the 
private sector to invest more 
than $110 billion in green 
energy. The federal gov-
ernment has also spurred 
American businesses in 
overall investment. A recent 
Treasury Department 
report found: “By June, real 
construction of manufactur-
ing facilities had more than 
doubled since 2021, mainly 
reflecting new factories in 
the technology sector.” It 

should not be surprising, 
then, that the economic 
recovery in the United States 
has been stronger and quick-
er than in other countries.

National Economic Coun-
cil Director Lael Brainard 
last month touted “the 
historic trifecta of the bipar-
tisan infrastructure law, the 
Chips and Science Act and 
the clean-energy portions 
of the Inflation Reduction 
Act [that] are boosting the 
supply side of our economy 
by catalyzing private sector 
investments in infrastruc-
ture, clean energy and semi-
conductor manufacturing.” 
By combining enhanced 
worker training with gov-
ernment and private-sector 
investment, she explained, 
the administration hopes to 
maintain the manufacturing 
boom and growth in other 
sectors. She added that we 
have had “particularly large 
employment gains during 
this recovery in sectors like 
professional and business 
services and transportation 
and warehousing, and man-
ufacturing and construction 
have also seen employment 
gains.”

The Federal Reserve chair 
has taken notice. Reuters 
reported, “A recent surge 

in U.S. productivity has un-
derscored Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell’s 
emerging narrative for how 
inflation may continue to 
decline even amid sustained 
job and economic growth.” 
The report continued, “The 
best-of-both-worlds outcome 
would rely on the U.S. find-
ing a new balance between 
the demand for and the 
supply of goods and services 
less by ‘destroying’ demand 
— the way Fed interest rate 
increases typically play 
out — and more through 
improvements in the econo-
my’s capacity.”

“Bidenomics” bet on 
American workers’ ability to 
increase productivity, given 
the proper training and aid-
ed by strategic investment. 
And, lo and behold, with a 
gusher of public and private 
investment, it seems that the 
dream scenario — higher 
output, higher wages and 
declining inflation — might 
just be attainable. If  so, 
Bidenomics might finally get 
its due.

— Jennifer Rubin writes reported 
opinion for The Washington Post. She is 
the author of “Resistance: How Women 
Saved Democracy from Donald Trump” 
and is host of the podcast Jen Rubin’s 
“Green Room.”

RUBIN
From Page 4A

that encourages, inspires 

and embraces, rather than 

destroying and devastating 

people personally or profes-

sionally. We must take sin 

seriously. We must realize 

that no sin is small and 

insignificant. It is for this 

very reason Paul warned 

the Romans, “The wages of  

sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 
Sin is a parasite that latches 
onto the good and feeds on 
it, ultimately destroying it. 
The only solution is repen-
tance and rejection of sin. 
So we must think about 
these serious issues and 
talk about them in order to 
find solutions and hopefully 
salvation. The Wise Man 
in Ecclesiastes said, “One 

sinner destroys much good” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:18).

Our community conversa-
tion continues. The dynamic 
of individual and corporate 
influence must come in our 
conversation that we might 
bring our ideas, insights and 
solutions together to heal, 
help and deliver those who 
are threatened by the rabid 
radicals in our world. Ho-

locaust tragedies must end 

and we must be part of their 

termination. I look forward 

to hearing from you and en-

gaging you in conversation 

as I learn of your concerns.

— You can send your thoughts to 

drjerryhopkins@yahoo.com, or by snail 

mail to Dr. Jerry Hopkins, P. O. Box 1363, 

Marshall, Texas 75671. Dr. Jerry Hopkins is 

a historian and retired professor.

HOPKINS
From Page 4A

Various efforts that 
advocate the repeal of  
the tax have failed due to 
Republican party opposition. 
Trump also said he would 
also generate funding for 
the school by “fining and 
suing” wealthy universities, 
if  needed.

Biden administration of-
ficials have pursued various 
debt relief efforts, including 
offering help to Americans 
who have debt from college 
but don’t have a degree.

Trump’s proposal calls 
for granting various types 
of credentials, including 
degrees, that are accepted by 
the federal government and 
its contractors. In his video, 
he said the American Acad-
emy would award credit for 
past coursework and give 
students the opportunity to 
complete their education for 
free.

A campaign official said. 
“We need to have affordable 
options for college without 
spending trillions and tril-

lions of dollars.”
This isn’t the Trump cam-

paign’s first foray into the 
education policy wars.

Earlier this year, Trump 
called for new accreditation 
standards for colleges and 
universities and proposed re-
moving diversity, equity and 
inclusion administrators 
and promoting the defense 
of “the American and West-
ern civilization” in school 
curriculum. He also called 
for entrance and exit exams 
for college and university 

students to make sure they 

got their “money’s worth.”

See it? See the plan? 

Create a nesting place for 

one-party conservatism and 

using tax dollars to do it.

If  you don’t see it as a slap 

in the faced of democracy… 

honestly, you are lost.

— George S. Smith is a former publish-

er of the Marshall News Messenger.

SMITH
From Page 4A

From Staff Reports

Arrests made by 
Marshall police

Trenalyn Nate Smith, 
50, of  Marshall was arrest-
ed on two MPD warrants 
on Monday.

Steven Allen Jones, 45, 
of  Marshall was arrested 
and charged with driving 
while license invalid, two 
capias pro fine warrants 
and a warrant for viola-
tion of  burn ban on Mon-
day.

Patrick Lynn Williams, 
47, of  Houston of  Marshall 
was arrested on MPD war-
rants for speeding and 
failure to appear on Sat-

urday.

Incidents reported 
by Marshall police

Burglary of  building, 
1100 block of  West Rusk 
Street, Monday

Burglary of  build-
ing, 3000 block of  Poplar 
Street, Monday

Animal bite, 1000 block 
of  Twyman Street

Arrests reported 
by the HCSO

Patricio Alvarado, 63, of  
Duncanville was arrested 
and charged with driving 
while intoxicated second 
offense, failure to report 
non-injury collision, op-

erating a vehicle with ex-
pired license plate and no 
driver’s license on Sunday.

James Loyd Cockerham, 
61, of  Burleson was arrest-
ed and charged with as-
sault causes bodily injury 
family violence on Satur-
day.

Jussica Mariee Dunn, 
28, of  Marshall was arrest-
ed and charged with rop/
theft of  property worth 
between $100 and $750 on 
Friday.

Julie Lynn Jackson, 
49, of  Gladewater was ar-
rested and charged with 
expired registration and 
failure to maintain single 
lane on Sunday.

Anne Marie Swain, 53, 
of  Waskom was arrested 

and charged with posses-
sion of  a controlled sub-
stance in penalty group 
1/1-B measuring less than 
one gram on Sunday.

Silvester Dotie, 61, of  
Karnack was arrested and 
charged with possession 
of  a controlled substance 
in penalty group one mea-
suring less than one gram 
on Monday.

Nicholas Lavelle Hull, 
30, of  Waskom was ar-
rested and charged with 
aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon and ter-
roristic threat of  family/
household on Monday.

Benjamin Bradley Mace, 
29, of  Center was arrested 
and charged with driving 
while intoxicated blood al-

cohol concentration great-

er than equal to 0.15 on 

Monday.

David Reshaun Porter, 

47, of  Marshall was arrest-

ed on a parole violation on 

Monday.

Clayton Edward Pruitt, 

35, of  Hallsville was ar-

rested and charged with 

violation of  probation/

abandon endanger child 

criminal negligence on 

Monday.

Michael Wayne Young, 

59, of  DeBerry was arrest-

ed and charged with evad-

ing arrest detention with 

a vehicle, deadly conduct 

and open container on 

Monday.

POLICE REPORTS
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The Texas State Technical Col-
lege campus in Marshall hosted a 
Discovery Day event on Thursday, 
Nov. 2 for prospective students to 
learn more about what the institu-
tion has to offer.

The campus welcomed several 
school districts from the East Tex-
as area, as well as the communi-
ty, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to learn 

more about the programs offered 
at TSTC, meet the instructors, and 
provide an opportunity to ask any 
questions students have about po-
tentially attending after gradua-
tion.

“Discovery Day is similar to Open 
House in that we are just bringing 
in the community and high school 
students to give them the oppor-
tunity to tour all of our programs, 
view our services, and let them see 
the things that we offer,” said TSTC 

Career Services Coordinator Jena 

Corley at during the event.

Instructors of TSTC hosted intro-

ductions for their programs to stu-

dents in 20 minute blocks to provide 

tours and engage with prospective 

students about the courses at the 

college, facilities they will potential-

ly be using, and how the college will 

help students to find a career after 

graduating.

TSTC Marshall campus hosts Discovery Day
Nicholas Osborn/Marshall 
News Messenger

The Texas State Tech-
nical College campus 
in Marshall hosted a 
Discovery Day event 
on Thursday, Nov. 2 for 
prospective students 
to learn more about 
what the institution 
has to offer.

BY JESSICA HARKER 

jharker@marshallnewsmessenger.com

Two Marshall residents will represent the 
city this weekend as nominees for the annual 
Texas Country Music Awards, the ceremony 
for which is Sunday at Billy Bob’s Texas.

Country music star Dale Watson and Ashli 
Dansby with KMHT Radio are both nominat-
ed for awards for this year’s competition, the 
first nomination for these 
awards for both community 
members.

Dansby is nominated for 
the Broadcast Personali-
ty of the Year award, with 
Watson nominated for the 
Roots/Alternative Artist or 
Band of the Year Award.

“It is truly an honor to 
even be nominated for some-
thing like this,” Watson said, 
“There is a lot that goes into 
an award ceremony like 
this, a lot of people put in a 
lot of work.”

Along with the award 
nomination, Dansby said 
that she will also be working 
as the red carpet interview-
er during this year’ award 
ceremony.

“It is such a high honor to even be nominat-
ed, let alone be nominated and also be asked 
to do the red carpet interviews for all of these 
nominee during this event,” she said.

Dansby said that this is her first nomination 
for the annual awards, though she has been 
familiar with them for a number of years as 
professional in the industry.

She has spent the last 20 years as a dedicat-
ed radio broadcast professional, after falling 
in love with the world of radio when visiting 
her father at work.

Dansby said that he father used to work 
as a sales representative in a radio station 
in Elk City, where she got her first chance to 

Two Marshallites
to represent at
music awards

Dale Watson

Ashli Dansby

Special to the News Messenger

The Gas Compressor Association (GCA) 
donated $15,950 to Panola College’s School 
of  Energy on Oct. 26.

The donation was presented by Vice Pres-
ident of  Human Resources Joni Rice, CEO 
Chad Roberts and Human Resources Man-
ager Elisa Flores of  Estis Compression and 
McClung Energy Services.

“The GCA has been a faithful donor to 
the energy program, and these funds will go 
toward expanding the hands-on equipment 
and scholarships used in the petroleum and 
compression fields of  study at the college,” 
said Daniel Hall, Chair of  the School of  En-
ergy.

Hall was joined by Vice President of  Insti-
tutional Advancement Jessica Pace, School 
of  Energy Instructor Michael Pace and As-
sistant to the President/Grants Coordinator 
Mary Chance to accept the donation, which 
took place inside the School of  Energy lab 
on the Panola College campus in Carthage.

“The compression industry has one of  the 
highest demands for skilled workers, and we 
are excited to have these partnerships that 
directly impact our students with training 
and job opportunities,” added Hall.

Panola College 
School of Energy 
gets $15,950 
Gas assn. donation

HOLIDAY SPIRIT
Brass Trunk prepares for the season with a Christmas Market

Jessica Harker/Marshall News Messenger Photos

Community members get into the holiday spirit at Brass Trunk for the businesses holiday market event.

See MUSIC, Page 8A

See TSTC, Page 8A
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G
reg Grant writes:

“In Texas, it seems 
like everyone has 

a soft spot for pecans. It 
should be a law. After all, 
it’s our state tree. Don’t 
ask me why it’s named 
after Illinois — I’ve often 
wondered that myself. It 
would have made more 
sense to name it after Tex-
as, Louisiana or Mississip-
pi, where these delectable 
nuts are most common in 
the wild and flourish in 
rich river bottom soils. 
Texas typically takes 
the lead in native pecan 
production, and cooks and 
candy makers will attest 
that the small, oil-rich na-
tive pecans offer the finest 
flavor.

“Pecan trees are gener-
ally planted in the fall or 
winter, and you can find 
them in both bare-root 
and containerized forms. 
When planting bare-root 
pecans, it’s crucial to do 
so while they are in their 
dormant state during the 
winter. Containerized 
plants, on the other hand, 
can be planted year-round, 
provided there’s suffi-
cient moisture. Fall is the 
optimal time, followed by 
winter, spring and lastly, 
summer (not ideal). It’s 
recommended to space 
pecans about 50 feet apart.

“To bear nuts, pecan 
trees require cross-pol-
lination with an-

other cultivar or seedling. 
Pecan cultivars fall into 
two categories: some pro-
duce male flowers (pollen) 
first, while others produce 
female flowers (future 
pecans) first. Each type 
naturally pollinates the 
other. It’s essential to plant 
at least one cultivar from 
each category or have na-
tive pecans nearby. Pecans 
are pollinated by the wind 
and can cross-pollinate up 
to a quarter of  a mile away.

“Pecan trees thrive when 
they receive at least eight 
hours of  direct sunlight, 
preferably more. While 
they can grow in various 
soil types, they produce 
the best results in deep, 
fertile, well-drained soils. 
Generally, they need irri-
gation during the summer 
to yield a good crop of  
nuts.

“When planting, dig a 
hole twice as wide as the 
tree’s root ball and as deep 

as the roots or pot it came 
in. Water the root ball in 
the hole, then backfill with 
the native soil. Be sure not 
to plant the tree too deep, 
as it can be fatal. Create 
a circular berm around 
the tree to collect water, 
and water the tree once a 
week until it’s established. 
Maintain a 4-inch deep and 
4-foot-wide ring of  mulch 
(compost, bark, pine straw, 
etc.) around the tree’s base 
until it exceeds 6 inches in 
diameter. This mulch helps 
conserve moisture and 
keeps the soil at a suitable 
temperature throughout 
the seasons, while also 
preventing weeds and 
grass from interfering 
with the tree’s growth. It’s 
worth noting that both tree 
and grass roots compete 
for the same oxygen-rich 
soil area. Additionally, 
the mulch ring shields the 
tree’s delicate bark from 
harm by lawn mowers and 
string trimmers.

“Pecans can face a range 
of  potential insect and 
disease issues, including 
aphids, phylloxera gall, 
pecan nut casebearer, scab 
and fall webworms. You 
can find prevention and 
control methods on the 
Aggie Horticulture website 
under ‘Fruit and Nut Re-
sources.’

“Pecans mature in the 
fall and will fall to the 
ground when they’re 

ready. Leave them to dry 
for a few more weeks in a 
well-ventilated area, and 
then store them in the 
refrigerator or freezer.

“Remember, pecans 
aren’t self-fertile, so you’ll 
need two compatible 
cultivars for cross-pollina-
tion. Check out the Aggie 
Horticulture website for a 
list of  suitable cultivars. In 
East Texas, recommended 
pecan cultivars include 
Apalachee, Caddo, De-
sirable, Elliott, Forkert, 
Kanza, Lakota, Lipan, 
Mandan, Oconee, Pawnee 
and Prilop. Avoid western 
cultivars prone to scab 
disease in this region.”

Greg Grant is the Smith 
County horticulturist for 
the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service. He is 
the author of  Texas Fruit 
and Vegetable Gardening, 
Texas Home Landscaping, 
Heirloom Gardening in 
the South and The Rose 
Rustlers.

You can read his “Greg’s 
Ramblings” blog at arbor-
gate.com and read his “In 
Greg’s Garden” in each 
issue of  Texas Gardener 
magazine (texasgardener.
com). More science-based 
lawn and gardening in-
formation from the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service can be found at 
aggieturf.tamu.edu and 
aggie-horticulture.tamu.
edu.

Harrison County 
4-H News

If you want to know more 
about showing market 
rabbits or poultry, we will 
have an introduction to these 
projects at our monthly 4-H 
meeting on Nov. 14 at 6 p.m. 
here at the Extension Office.

We currently are collecting 
canned items for Mission 
Marshall here at the Exten-
sion Office. The 4-H members 
will deliver those goods next 
week so please bring those 
items by soon.

Farm City 
Week News

All new exhibitors to Farm 
City Week MUST have a W-9 
filled out with the exhibitor’s 
information. All forms need 
to be filled out completely 
and legibly; if  not the exhib-
itor could be disqualified. 
You can find the forms on the 
Farm City Week website.

All other animals (sheep, 
goats, and hogs) will be vali-
dated Dec. 9-10.

Saturday, Dec. 9:
 ■ Hallsville Ag Farm 

from 9 to 11 a.m.
 ■ Marshall Ag Facility at 

Marshall High School from 
1 to 3 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10:

 ■ Waskom Ag Facility 
from 1 to 3 p.m.
FCW VOLUNTEER 

MEETING: if you would 
like to volunteer to help out 

with FCW in any way, please 
attend our meeting on Thurs-
day, Nov. 16 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Harrison County Extension 
office located at 2005 Warren 
Drive in Marshall.

Harrison County 
Master Gardener 
News

Mark your calendars now 
for our Tree Giveaway that 
we have in partnership with 
the Texas Forest Service 
on Feb. 3 at the greenhouse 
location on Warren Drive.

If  you are interested in 
becoming a Master Garden-
er, we are compiling a list 
now for the class that starts 
in January. Call the office at 
(903) 935-8413.

East Texas Beef and 
Forage Conference

East Texas Beef  and 
Forage Conference to be 
held Friday, Nov. 17 at the 
Rusk County Expo Center 
in Henderson. Registration 
starts at 8 a.m., and the 
registration fee is $25. You 
will hear from five fantastic 
speakers and if  you are a 
TDA Pesticide Applicator 
you will receive 5 CEU’s 
towards your license. Lunch 
will be served, so please 
RSVP to (903) 657 0376.

— Matt Garrett is the county agent 
for agriculture and natural resources 
in Harrison County.

Texans are nuts about pecans

MATT 

GARRETT

COLUMNIST
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HEALTHY HARRISON

B
ack by popular 
demand... a Chili 
Dog Luncheon will 

be sponsored again by 
the Harrison Extension 
Education Association on 
Thursday, Nov. 9. Lunch 
will be served from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. If  you want to 
enjoy a delicious lunch of  
a chili dog, chips, cookies 
and tea or water, then make 
your way to the Harrison 
County Extension Office 
at our NEW location: 2005 
Warren Drive, Marshall.

The Harrison County 

Extension Office is located 

near Airport Park across 

the street from Repub-
lic Elite Manufacturing. 
Tickets are now on sale for 
$8 per person and may be 
purchased from any Har-
rison Extension Education 
Association member or 
at the Harrison County 
Extension Office. Dine in 
or take out lunches will be 
available.

This is a fundraising 
event for the Harrison 
Extension Education Asso-
ciation to support county 
educational activities such 
as youth activities, commu-

nity service and education-
al learning experiences for 
club members.

Did you know that the 
Texas Extension Education 
Association (TEEA) was 
organized in August 1926 
on the Texas A&M Univer-
sity campus? The primary 
purpose for organizing 
was to establish a schol-
arship for a deserving 4-H 
girl. Harrison County was 
proud to have the first 
recipient (Golden Evans) 
of  this award in 1927. Years 
later, a scholarship was 

established in Vondell Mc-
Lendon’s (former Harrison 
County resident) honor. 
Mrs. McLendon served 
two years as a District 5 
Texas Extension Educa-
tion Association Director. 
These scholarships have 
grown through the years, 
seven 4-H members receive 
one each year across the 
district. TEEA also gives 
three career scholarships 
to TEEA members to help 
them further their educa-
tion.

Harrison County is also 

known to have the first Af-

rican American District 5 

Texas Extension Education 

Associate Director, Eulah 

McNeice, to serve on the 

State Board for a two year 

term.

Circle your calendars 

for Nov. 9 and join us for 

some good eating! For more 

information, contact the 

Harrison County Extension 

Office at (903) 935-8414.

— Louraiseal McDonald is the 
county agent for family and commu-
nity health in Harrison County.

Chili dogs, anyone?

LOURAISEAL 

MCDONALD
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“This is an important 
event for this area because 
TSTC’s whole mission is 
placing more Texans in great 
paying jobs, and our pro-
grams are specifically here 
to serve the needs of  the local 
industries,” said Corley.

The programs featured in 
the schedule for the Fall, 2023 
semester included welding, 
diesel equipment technology, 
electrical lineworker, busi-
ness management, computer 
programming, process oper-
ations, precision machining, 
industrial systems, automa-
tion and controls, drafting 
and design, computer net-
working and cybersecurity.

Some of  the school dis-
tricts that attended the TSTC 
Discovery Day in Marshall 
included Yantis ISD, Over-
ton ISD, Henderson ISD, 
Laneville ISD, New Sum-
merfield ISD, Kilgore ISD, 
Leverett’s Chapel ISD, Mar-
tinsville ISD, Chapel Hill ISD, 
Waskom ISD, Longview ISD, 
West Rusk CCISD, Central 
ISD, Whitehouse ISD and 
Quitman ISD.

Students were provided 
transportation via buses by 
the district to participate in 
the event. There was also an 
application lab available for 
interested students during 
the event to begin their appli-
cation process to join TSTC 
following their graduation.

“We’re bringing in these 
students who don’t even 
know we are in their back-
yard, and we’re showing 
them the opportunities they 
have,” said Corley.

“If  we have a student who 
may not be the right fit for a 
four year college, but a two 
year trade and they like to 
get their hands dirty, this is 
the perfect opportunity for 
them,” continued Corley.

TSTC
From Page 7A

Nicholas Osborn/Marshall News Messenger Photos

The Texas State Technical College campus in Marshall hosted a Discovery Day event on Thursday, Nov. 2 for prospective students to 
learn more about what the institution has to offer.

try broadcast radio when the 
station representatives asked 
her to do an ad read one day.

“I did the ad read in one 
take and, really, it was in that 
moment that I knew I wanted 
to be in radio,” she said.

Dansby started her career 
in Marshall before moving 
for a while to work in a larg-
er network, before eventually 
finding her way back home 
to Marshall, where she now 
works as the program direc-
tor of KMHT station.

“I was really honored and 
very surprised to be nomi-
nated,” she said, “It really is 
such an honor to be consid-
ered among everyone else 
who was nominated this 
year.”

Watson is also familiar 
with the awards, though he 
said that the nomination 
came as a surprise.

Both being nominated 
for and winning awards is 
something that Watson is 
very familiar with however, 
having been selected as both 
for a number of  internation-
al and nation wide country 
music awards throughout 
his career.

“If  there has been any-
thing I have done through-
out my career, I hope that 
it is to bring the roots of  
country music from here in 
Texas to people all over the 
world,” Watson said.

He added though, that 
award ceremonies tend to 
be “a young man’s game” 
and that he found himself  
honored to be the one of  the 
oldest artists considered for 
nomination this year.

“We have a lot of  really 
good, young talent here,” 
Watson said, “It’s really an 
honor to be considered as 
impactful as many of  these 
talents.”

MUSIC
From Page 7A
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The final week of  the high 

school football regular season 

wreaked havoc on the #bEAST-

Texas Fabulous 15.

A total of  11 of  the 30 ranked 

teams, including eight of  15 in 

Class 6A/5A/4A, lost during the 

final week of  the regular season.

Carthage is No. 1 in the final 

poll of  the season in 6A/5A/4A. 

Longview and Pleasant Grove re-

mained in the Nos. 2 and 3 spots. 

Kilgore moved up to No. 4, and 

Gilmer jumped from No. 10 to No. 

5.

Rounding out the final 

6A/5A/4A poll of  2023 are Tex-

as High, Lindale, Chapel Hill, 

Center, Whitehouse, Sulphur 

Springs, Tyler Legacy, Van, Tyler 

and Pine Tree.

The 3A/2A/TAPPS poll didn’t 

see as much damage in the fi-

nal week as Timpson, Malakoff, 

Winnsboro, Beckville and Lovela-

dy all stayed in the top five.

Daingerfield, which was No. 6, 

Garrison (7) and Overton (10) all 

lost on the final week.

The rest of  the final 3A/2A/

TAPPS poll are West Rusk, 

Hooks, Troup, Harmony, Garri-

son, Cooper, Daingerfield, Grace 

Community, Jefferson and Diboll.

Jefferson ends at No. 14 in last poll

Michael Cavazos/
Longview News-Journal

The Hallsville vs, 
Marshall game is 
pictured on Friday, 
Sept. 29 in Maver-
ick Stadium.

#BEASTTEXAS FABULOUS 15 POLL

From Staff Reports

Marshall has announced all-district 
awards.

Claire Abney was named server of  
the year in District 15 5A Region II, 
while Alyssa Helton was named to the 
first team.

Ava Burke and 
Makayla Jones were 
named to the second 
team.

Honorable men-
tion team members 
include Sarah Jane 
Palmer, Ahijia James, 
Terria Wilson and 
Danika Cantu.

Academic All-District awards went 
to Sarah Jane Palmer, Presley Doyle, 
Alaila Allen, Claire Abney, Ava Burke, 
Makayla Jones, Alyssa Helton, Ahjia 
James, Molly Skinner, Jiya Mistry, Ter-
ria Wilson and Kinlee Smith.

Hallsville Volleyball
SULPHUR SPRINGS — The McKin-

ney North Lady Bulldogs earned a 26-
24, 18-25, 25-22, 25-22 win over the Halls-
ville Ladycats in a Class 5A area playoff  
match.

Hallsville ends its season with a 37-6 
record.

Kaycin Farrell finished the day with 
nine kills, three blocks and 13 digs in 
the loss for Hallsville. Teagan Hill had 
11 kills, three blocks and 14 digs. Sa-
vanah Sutton chipped in with two as-
sists and four digs, Miller Goswick two 
blocks and two digs, Lauren Pyle seven 
kills, two blocks, 30 assists and 17 digs, 
Bella Anguiano two digs, Andi Davis 10 
digs, Presley Johnson seven kills and 
two digs, Leah Conley four kills and 
four digs and Macie Nelson two assists 
and 24 digs.

BY ANDREW GLOVER

Wiley Sports Information

Wiley University women’s basketball 
player Jamiya Eaddy scored 32 points 
to help the Lady Wildcats overcome a 
double-digit deficit in the fourth quar-
ter of a 68-61 victory in their 2023 Home-
coming game against Jarvis Christian 
University.

Eaddy shot 10-for-17, including 6-for-
10 from 3-point range. She also con-
tributed six rebounds and two steals. 
Kiersten Harris put up a career-high 11 
points, eight rebounds and six assists. 
Diamond Hawthorne also reached dou-
ble figures with 10 points, adding nine 
rebounds and three steals. Ashunti 
Cooper played a key role in the come-
back with seven steals to go along with 
six points.

Wiley (2-1) held the lead most of  
the game. It only scored one point in 
the last 5:30 of  the third quarter and 
missed nine shots with four turn-
overs. This allowed Jarvis Christian 
to finish the quarter on a 13-1 run and 

Abney 
named  
server of 
the year
Other District 15-5A 
awards announced, 
Hallsville ends season

Claire Abney

Wiley women 
defeat Jarvis 
Christian on 
Homecoming

BY NICHOLAS OSBORN

nosborn@marshallnewsmessenger.com

A
s the new head coach for the 
Marshall High School boys 
basketball team, Dwight 

McCowan is aiming to deliver both 
energy and effort in his return to 
the team.

As a Marshall native and gradu-
ate of  MHS, McCowan was part of  
the 2001 Maverick basketball team 
that made it to the regional semi-
finals with a record of  25-6 overall 
and 9-1 in the district.

“I played Marshall basketball 
from the seventh grade all the way 
through,” said McCowan. “This is 
my home. I’ve been gone for about 
17 years now, and it’s just been a 
blessing to come back with an op-
portunity to coach where I played 
at.”

McCowan joined the Mavericks 
for the 2023-24 season, he served as 
the head basketball coach for Pal-
estine, Pleasant Grove, Pittsburgh 
and Detroit High School.

McCowan discussed some of  the 
strengths of  the Marshall Maverick 
basketball team as well as what he 
is looking forward to most when 
competing this season, detailing 
the athletic abilities of  the players 
on this year’s roster and what the 
coaches need to bring to the table to 
find success this year.

“We have some athleticism, we 
can get up and down the floor,” 
explained McCowan. “Obviously 
we’ve got some work to do and 
things we’ve got to fix. The biggest 
thing is just to try and build a 
positive attitude everyday, bringing 
good energy every day.”

“These guys have to have the 
tools,” continued McCowan. “Me 
and my coaches have jobs to get 
that out of  them in a positive way, 
and I think once we get them going 
and thinking positive and playing 
hard together, it will be alright.”

‘THIS IS MY HOME’
Marshall alum Dwight McCowan returns to lead Mavs basketball

Nicholas Osborn/Marshall News Messenger Photos

Marshall High School Boys’ Basketball Coach Dwight McCowan is shown at Monday’s scrimmage at Southwood High School in Shreveport.

Nicholas Osborn/Marshall News Messenger

As the new head coach for the Marshall ISD Maverick 
basketball team and graduate of Marshall High School 
in the Class of 2001, Dwight McCowan is aiming to deliv-
er both energy and effort in his return to the team.See HOME, Page 2B

See JEFFERSON, Page 2B

See WILEY, Page 2B
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hold a six-point edge entering the 
fourth quarter.

The Lady Wildcats trailed by as 
many as 12 with eight minutes left 
in the fourth. Eaddy hit a 3-point-
er and then stole the ball. Cooper 
added two points on an offensive 
put back. Diamond Hawthorne got 
a steal to setup a layup by Cooper, 
who scored off  a pass from Harris. 
A 3-pointer by Eaddy pulled Wiley 
University within two with 6:22 
left.

With 1:56 left in the game, a 
3-pointer by Eaddy tied the game 
at 61. Harris got a steal which set-
up Hawthorne for a scoring oppor-
tunity. She made one of  two free 
throws to give Wiley a 62-61 lead 
with 1:18 left. She extended the 
lead with a minute left, hitting a 
layup on a pass from Cooper, who 
stole the ball.

On Thursday, Wiley fell 79-53 at 
Oklahoma City University. It was 
outshot 49 to 31.6 percent. Haw-
thorne led the team with 15 points 
and six rebounds. Eaddy had a 
team-high 10 rebounds.

The Lady Wildcats returned to 

Alumni Gymnasium on Tuesday 

and host their other East Texas ri-

val Texas College. The Lady Steers 

opened the season with a 77-72 

victory over Arkansas Baptist Uni-

versity.

From Staff Reports

ORE CITY — Aydin Thomas 
returned two of  his three inter-
ceptions for touchdowns, and the 
Ore City Rebels closed out the 
regular season with a 32-13 Dis-
trict 10-2A Division I win over the 
Harleton Wildcats.

Both teams are in the playoffs. 
Ore City (5-4, 4-2) will take on 
Honey Grove at 7 p.m. Thursday 
in Sulphur Springs, while Har-
leton (7-3, 4-2) will face Wolfe City 
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday in Grand 
Saline.

Thomas returned intercep-
tions 29 and 82 yards for touch-
downs for the Rebels. Gage Ca-
vanaugh passed for 86 yards and 
threw TD passes to Kyler Rowe 
and Diego Velasquez, and Cava-
naugh also scored on a 6-yard 
run.

Carson Wallace passed for 82 
yards and a touchdown in the 
loss for Harleton. Draven Ring 
rushed for 103 yards on 19 car-
ries, and Cameron Johnson had 
two catches for 29 yards and a TD. 
Peyton Jones scored on a 7-yard 
run for the Wildcats.

Harleton 
ends regular 
season 
with loss

When serving as the head 
basketball coach for Pleasant 
Grove, McCowan led the team to 
the regional semifinals in 2018, 
state playoffs in 2019-20, and a 
district championship in 2021. At 
his most recent position in Pal-
estine, McCowan led the team to 
the bi-district playoffs. McCowan 
has also served in several other 
coaching positions in his career, 
including assistant football 
coach, head cross country coach 
and assistant track coach.

When discussing the opportu-
nity to return home to Marshall 
and become the head basketball 
coach, McCowan reflected on 
his history at the school and 
more importantly, the legacy left 
by his own family in both the 
sports program and the greater 
community.

“It’s in my veins,” said Mc-
Cowan when asked about how 
being a Marshall-native influ-
enced his decision. “My mom 
coached here for 32 years and my 

dad was a Marshall graduate as 
well.”

“It’s something that I never 
thought I’d get an opportunity to 
do,” said McCowan.

McCowan emphasized the im-
portance of the many memories 
he shared with his mom, former 
coach Sharon Smith, during her 
career and how his time spent 
in the Marshall community has 
helped to make his position as 
the head basketball coach even 
more valuable.

“It’s a blessing,” said McCow-
an. “I wish my dad was still here 
to see it. But my mom and my 
stepdad have done a good job, 
and I’m happy that they’re proud 
of me for coming out.”

The Marshall Mavericks have 
experienced a playoff slump in 
recent years with the 2020-21 sea-
son’s overall record of 5-19 and 
district record of 2-10; the 2021-22 
season’s overall record of 6-21 
and district record of 2-10; and 
the 2022-23 season’s overall re-
cord of 13-23 and district record 
of 3-11. The team’s most recent 

success came in the 2019-20 sea-
son where the team finished with 
an overall of 23-10 and a district 
record of 12-2, helping them to 
become district co-champions.

“The biggest goal is to end that 
playoff drought that’s going on 
right now,” said McCowan. “So 
we want to grow as a team every 
day, and get better every day.”

“What we want to work on is 
energy and effort,” explained 
McCowan. “So, it’s just playing 
hard. The biggest thing is to 
play hard. That solves a lot of  
problems.”

As the team turns their 
attention to this year’s season, 
McCowan is eager to empha-
size the importance of playing 
every position with energy and 
effort as they seek to address the 
challenges facing the team in the 
hopes of finding their success on 
the court.

“Play hard, and don’t give up 
on any play,” said McCowan. 
“You can’t get frustrated because 
something didn’t go your way. 
You have to play through it.”

HOME
From Page 1B

Voters in the poll were Phil 
Hicks and Brandon Ogden of the 
Tyler Morning Telegraph, Jack 
Stallard and Thomas Bingham of  
the Longview News-Journal, Ryan 
Silapan of the Panola Watchman, 
Nathan Hague of the Nacogdoches 
Daily Sentinel, Josh Havard of the 
Lufkin Daily News, Mitch Lucas 
of ETBlitz.com, Jay Neal of the 
Jacksonville Progress, Bryce Brau-
neisen and Reagan Roy of CBS 19, 

freelance writers Joe Hale and John 

Krueger, Harlen the Sports Guy of  

the Friday Night Scoreboard Show 

and Bret Swinney of the Northeast 

Texas Sports Network/NETSN.

———

#bEASTTexas 

Fabulous 15

6A/5A/4A

Team Points Record LW

1. Carthage (12) 222 10-0 1

2. Longview (3) 213 9-1 2

3. Pleasant Grove 192 10-0 3

4. Kilgore 181 9-1 5

5. Gilmer 151 7-3 10

6. Texas High 125 9-1 4

7. Lindale 124 6-4 11

8. Chapel Hill 115 8-2 6

9. Center 76 7-3 13

10. Whitehouse 71 7-3 8

11. Sulphur Springs 58 8-2 7

12. Tyler Legacy 57 3-7 15

13. Van 52 7-3 9

14. Tyler 35 6-4 12

15. Pine Tree 32 6-4 NR

Others receiving votes: Marshall 

31; Caddo Mills 23; Lufkin 17; Bull-

ard 11; Rusk 9; Athens 5.

Dropped out: No. 15 Lufkin.

3A/2A/TAPPS

Team Points Record LW

1. Timpson (13) 223 10-0 1

2. Malakoff (2) 211 10-0 2

3. Winnsboro 196 10-0 3

4. Beckville 171 9-1 4

5. Lovelady 167 10-0 5

6. West Rusk 132 8-2 8

7. Hooks 124 9-1 9

8. Troup 99 9-1 11

9. Harmony 91 8-2 15

10. Garrison 85 9-1 7

11. Cooper 74 9-1 12

12. Daingerfield 58 7-3 6

13. Grace 55 9-1 13

14. Jefferson 46 7-2 14

15. Diboll 30 8-2 NR

Others receiving votes: Overton 

16; Tenaha 10; New Diana 6; Brook 

Hill 4; Mount Vernon 2.

Dropped out: No. 10 Overton.

JEFFERSON
From Page 1B

Contributed Photo

Jamiya Eaddy scored 32 points and shot 
6-for-10 from 3-point territory.

Special to the News Messenger

Marshall High School hosted its 
senior pep rally last week before the 
game against Whitehouse.

The Marshall High School Maver-
icks got a down-to-the-wire 30-28 win 
over Whitehouse at Maverick Stadi-
um. The Mavs took it on the last play 
of the game.

Marshall ended the regular sea-
son second in district and will host 
Denison at Maverick Stadium on Fri-
day, Nov. 10 for the bi-district playoff  
game. Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

Marshall High School hosts senior pep rally

Contributed Photos

Marshall High School hosted its senior 
pep rally last week before the game 

against Whitehouse.

WILEY
From Page 1B

HALLSVILLE ISD COMMUNITY CELEBRATES RED RIBBON WEEK

Contributed Photos

Hallsville ISD students and staff showed their school spirit and support for Red 
Ribbon Week by dressing up on Oct. 29.
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ACCOMMODATING. COMPREHENSIVE. EXPERIENCED DENTISTRY.

Chad R. Reed, DDS Charles A. Parker, DDS

Misty M. Fyffe, DDS

Call for an appointment 903.935.6282

1809 South Washington, Marshall, TX 75670

MarshallDentalAssociates.com

Marshall
Dental Associates

Initial Exam, Cleaning, X-rays & Consultation ($274 Value*)

Cannotbecombinedwith otherdiscounts; Limitoneofferper
patient; OfferExpires11/30/23 *Fornon insurancepatientsonly

$99NEWPATIENT
SPECIAL

WE KNOW YOUR TIME IS VALUABLE ANDWE’LL WORKWITH YOU TO CREATE A

TREATMENT PLAN THATWILL HAVE YOU CONFIDENT AND SMILING IN NO TIME.

Ronnie’s Collision Center

2005 East End Blvd. 903-923-0465

Ronnie Oney, Owner

50% OFF
Your deductible when you mention this ad.

If you need towing, request Ronnie’s.
Let us take care of you from beginning to end!

The customer has the right to choosewhatever shop they
want to repair their vehicle, nomatter what insurance

company represents them.We hope you choose Ronnie’s!

BY ZACH DESPART

The Texas Tribune

The third special legislative 
session ended with a whim-
per Tuesday morning with-
out a deal on school vouch-
ers — Gov. Greg Abbott’s top 
priority — as well as several 
border security bills he had 
asked for.

The House adjourned sine 
die just after 10 a.m., prevent-
ing the passage of any legisla-
tion that still remains in the 
Senate. The upper chamber 
planned to convene at 4 p.m.

Over 30 days of largely 
unproductive lawmaking, 
plagued by bitter Republi-
can infighting between Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick and House 
Speaker Dade Phelan, the 
Legislature passed just two 
of the five items on the gover-
nor’s initial agenda from Oct. 
5, and none of the five items 
he later added. Phelan said 
Abbott would call a fourth 
special session beginning 
Tuesday afternoon, though 
whether that can break the 
stalemate is far from guaran-
teed.

Never in the Legislature’s 
176-year history have law-
makers met for more than 
three special sessions in a 
year with a regular session. 
With the nominally part-time 
lawmakers away from their 
families and principal jobs 
for more than half of 2023, 
the mood inside the Capitol 
is dour.

The Legislature granted 
Abbott’s request for a ban on 
employer COVID-19 vaccina-
tion mandates. The bill, shep-
herded by Sen. Mayes Mid-
dleton, R-Galveston and Rep. 
Jeff Leach, R-Plano, passed 
through the Republican-dom-
inated chambers with ease.

The biggest point of con-
tention was Abbott’s request 
for a voucher bill that would 
allow parents to use taxpay-

er dollars to send their chil-
dren to private and religious 
schools. An effort to do so 
in the regular session in the 
spring was defeated by a coa-
lition of Democrats and rural 
Republicans.

There’s been no public 
signaling that a majority of  
the two-dozen Republican 
holdouts have changed their 
minds, despite Abbott’s decla-
ration on Oct. 31 that he had 
struck a deal with Phelan’s 
negotiating team.

While the Senate passed 
its voucher bill on the sixth 
day of the session, the House 
never held a hearing on any 
voucher bill, let alone ad-
vance legislation to the floor 
for a vote.

The House inaction fur-
ther soured the relationship 
between Patrick and Phelan, 

who began in the spring over 
property taxes and later over 
the House impeachment of  
Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton. Patrick accused Phelan 
of caving to the Democrats 
and anti-voucher Republi-
cans to preserve his speaker-
ship.

“Speaker Dade Phelan and 
the Texas House have just 
wasted another special ses-
sion with no action on the 
legislative priorities of the 
governor, the Senate, and the 
majority of Texas voters,” 
Patrick said on social media 
on Nov. 2.

The spat had collateral 
damage: several border secu-
rity bills Abbott wanted that 
Republicans agreed on in 
principle. Senate Bill 6, which 
would have appropriated $1.5 
billion for the state to contin-

ue building a wall along its 
border with Mexico, died in 
the House.

The chambers passed dif-
ferent versions of a bill that 
would allow police officers 
to arrest migrants who cross 
the border illegally, but nev-
er agreed on a compromise 
between them. Phelan called 
the Senate plan “pro-illegal 
immigration” while Patrick 
derided the House plan as a 
“Texas-sized catch-and-re-
lease bill.”

Abbott’s vague request for 
a bill related to Colony Ridge 
met a similar fate. The Liber-
ty County subdivision over 
the summer became a fasci-
nation of right-wing media, 
with accusations that it was 
a colonia providing a base for 
organized crime and illegal 
immigrants, prompting Ab-

bott’s ask. But two legislative 
hearings featured Abbott’s 
own appointees testifying 
that Colony Ridge was not 
overrun with criminals and 
squalor, prompting some Re-
publican legislators to won-
der aloud if the governor was 
wasting their time.

The Senate approved $40 
million for additional law en-
forcement in Colony Ridge, 
though it was attached to the 
border barrier bill that died 
in the House.

Abbott made vouchers 
his top legislative priority 
last year, a choice that sur-
prised some at the Capitol 
because his 2017 push for 
school choice legislation, 
during his first term, was 
rejected by the House.

After the 2023 regular 
session ended with a lot of  

unfinished business, the 
first two special sessions 
featured a singular focus: 
property tax cuts.

Abbott’s agenda for the 
third special session, by in-
cluding border security and 
Colony Ridge, created an 
opportunity for the gover-
nor to walk away with some 
victories in case the vouch-
er effort failed again.

But because most of  the 
bills on those topics failed 
to pass as well, Abbott 
now faces the prospect of  
a fourth special session 
where lawmakers spend 
valuable time on issues oth-
er than his top priority. By 
law, special sessions can 
last no longer than 30 days.

There may be a glim-
mer of  hope, however. Last 
week Rep. Brad Buckley, 
R-Killeen, the chairman of  
the House public education 
bill, unveiled a new voucher 
bill with more concessions 
than ever to the Republican 
holdouts. Most significant-
ly, it increases the amount 
of  money each public 
school district receives per 
student.

“This is a bill rural leg-
islators can get behind,” 
Rep. Stan Kitzman, R-Pat-
tison, said in a statement. 
Kitzman, however, didn’t 
necessarily need to be won 
over. He signaled support 
for vouchers earlier this 
year when he voted against 
a budget amendment that 
would have banned them.

Phelan said the House 
planned to get right to 
work, beginning around 
5 p.m. Tuesday afternoon.

Buckley declined to tele-
graph his plans for how 
he’ll shepherd his new pro-
posal through to passage.

“We’ll file the bill at the 
appropriate time,” he said 
as reporters pursued him 
out of  the chamber.

Texas House adjourns without passing Abbot’s priority bills

Lynda M. Gonzalez/The Dallas Morning News/TNS

The Texas State Capitol in Austin on Jan. 7, 2021.

BY BRIAN LOPEZ AND MAIA 

PANDEY

The Texas Tribune

A revised education bill 
hoping to introduce school 
vouchers in Texas would of-
fer more money to schools 
and create academic account-
ability measures for students 
in the program, representing 
voucher supporters’ latest at-
tempt to offer concessions to 
sway skeptics.

Rep. Brad Buckley, 
R-Killeen, released Friday 
the reworked House Bill 1, 
which includes a plethora 
of increases to public school 
funding. Most notably, the 
basic allotment, which is the 
base amount of money the 
state gives a district for each 
student it’s educating, will 
increase from $6,160 to $6,700 
and would be adjusted for in-
flation starting in 2026-2027.

However, the bill doesn’t 
raise the portion of the basic 
allotment that has to be de-
voted to teacher pay, like its 
previous version did. It also 
doesn’t include additional 
funds for school safety like 
a standalone public educa-
tion funding bill proposed by 
the Texas Senate last month. 
School officials have said 
funds the Texas Legislature 
allocated during the regu-
lar lawmaking session for 
school safety upgrades aren’t 
enough to pay for the new re-
quirements.

With lawmakers unlikely 
to pass a voucher program 
before the end of the ongoing 
special legislative session, 
Buckley said he would file his 
new bill in an upcoming spe-
cial session, which Gov. Greg 
Abbott is widely expected to 
announce soon.

The Texas House and Ab-
bott have been at odds over 
what sort of public school 
finance and vouchers bill 
to present. Buckley’s earli-
er version of HB 1 proposed 
modest increases to the basic 
allotment and a school vouch-
er program that would’ve 
been open to only certain 
groups of students. Abbott 
has been adamant he wants a 
program that would be open 
to all students with no enroll-
ment caps.

Meanwhile, the Senate 
promptly passed its own 
school voucher proposal in 
early October. The program 
described in Senate Bill 1 
would be open to all Texas 

students but give priority ac-
cess to low-income students 
and students with disabilities 
if  there were more applica-
tions than funds available. 
The House has not moved on 
that bill and it has been stuck 
without a House committee 
hearing.

Buckley said his new leg-
islation was crafted after re-
ceiving input from House col-
leagues, the governor’s office 
and education stakeholders. 
Abbott’s office did not imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comments on the new bill.

The new version of HB 1 
also revolves around edu-
cation savings accounts, a 
voucher-like instrument in 
the form of state-controlled 
accounts that would give 
parents access to taxpay-
er money to pay for private 
school and other educational 
expenses.

The new bill proposes a 
more expanded version of  
the program. Under Buck-
ley’s previous version of HB 
1, only 25,000 Texas students 
would’ve been able to partic-
ipate in the program during 
the 2024-25 school year. Now, 
every Texas student would 
be eligible to apply and there 
would be no enrollment cap. 
The bill has a system that 
would prioritize students 
with disabilities and low in-
come families.

“This one goes full univer-
sal from the jump,” said Jai-
me Puente, director of eco-
nomic opportunity for Every 
Texan. “The only limitation 
for the voucher program un-
der the new version is the ap-

propriation limit.”
Under current budget pro-

posals, the program would 
initially have about $500 mil-
lion at its disposal. Each child 
in the program would receive 
about $10,500 a year, meaning 
that more than 40,000 stu-
dents would be able to partic-
ipate. Homeschoolers accept-
ed into the program would 
receive $1,000.

The bill also includes ac-
countability provisions to 
sway skeptical House mem-
bers who have argued that 
private schools that receive 
state funds through the pro-
gram should be held to the 
same academic standards 
as public schools. Under the 
new HB 1, children accepted 
into the program must take 
a standardized test; if  they 
have failing grades for two 
years in a row, they would be 
kicked out of the program.

But Monty Exter, director 
of governmental relations 
for the Association of Texas 
Professional Educators, said 
the accountability require-
ments in the new bill are a 
downgrade from its previ-
ous version, which would’ve 
required voucher program 
participants to take the same 
tests as public school stu-
dents and allowed compari-
sons between the academic 
performance of both.

“The new version lets them 
take, effectively, whatever 
test they want to,” he said.

Both the Senate and some 
private school advocates have 
vehemently opposed giv-
ing any sort of assessment 
to students who participate 

in a voucher program, say-
ing it takes away from pri-
vate schools’ autonomy and 
amounts to state government 
interference. Accountability 
should be left with the par-
ents, they argue.

Paige Williams, legislative 
director for the Texas Class-
room Teachers Association, 
said the accountability mea-
sures are a “step in the right 
direction” that she hasn’t 
seen in other states’ voucher 
programs. But, she said, edu-
cation advocates would like to 
see a basic allotment increase 
closer to $1,000 to account for 
inflation spikes since 2019.

“We recognize that that’s a 
big difference from the previ-
ous bill,” she said of the ba-
sic allotment increase in HB 
1. “But we are certainly not 
looking at any of the parts of  
the bill as changing our posi-
tion opposing vouchers.”

School districts have been 
asking lawmakers to increase 
the basic allotment as infla-
tion has diluted their buy-
ing power. Under state law, 
districts must use a portion 
of the new basic allotment 
funds for teacher and staff  
compensation increases.

The bill also includes a 
$4,000 one-time bonus for full-
time teachers, counselors, 
nurses and librarians. That 
figure goes down to $2,000 if  
those employees are working 
part time. The bill includes 
increased special education 
funding and several grants 
related to it.

It also calls for measures 
to help keep teachers in the 
profession as Texas grap-
ples with teacher shortages. 

These include funding to help 
school districts pay for more 
teacher residencies and pro-
grams that place would-be 
teachers in classrooms with 
mentors for about a year, 
teaching them how to do the 
job before hiring them as full-
time educators the following 
year.

Free pre-K for children 
of  teachers and increases 
to the Teacher Incentive 
Allotment, a program that 
promises to pay teachers 
up to six-figure salaries if  

they meet certain perfor-
mance requirements, are 
also included. About 13,000 
teachers, or about 4% of  the 
state’s educators, are cur-
rently part of  the program.

Rep. James Talarico, 
D-Austin, a key member 
of  the House Democrat-
ic Caucus, said a voucher 
program is not negotiable 
alongside public school 
funding.

“Our position remains 
the same: no vouchers, no 
bribes, no deals,” he said.

House’s new priority education bill offers concessions to sway voucher skeptics

Juan Figueroa/The Texas Tribune

State Rep. Brad Buckley, R-Killeen, released a revised version of 
his priority education bill Friday. The bill calls for more funding for 
public schools and would create a school voucher program.
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TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

BY GEORGIA NICOLS
Astrologist

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or 
important decisions after 11:30 p.m. 
EST today (8:30 p.m. PST). The Moon 
is in Virgo.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Interruptions to your job or some-

thing related to your health or your 
pet might occur today. Stay on your 
toes. Meanwhile, you have wonderful 
opportunities to negotiate shared 
property, inheritances, wills and 
estates, as well as insurance issues. 
Things will go your way because 
you’ll be effective and persuasive! 
Tonight: Avoid financial squabbles.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
This is a mildly accident-prone day 

for your kids, so be vigilant. Mean-
while, social occasions are up for 
grabs today. Plans might be canceled 
or, alternatively, you might suddenly 
receive an invitation. (Go figure.) Like-
wise, guard against sports accidents. 
Meanwhile, discussions with partners 
and close friends will be powerful 
and productive. Tonight: Patience.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Something will interrupt your 

home routine. Unexpected company. 
Broken appliances. Fortunately, you 
are empowered with common sense 
and self-discipline today, so you can 
fix anything that goes awry. This is 
also a lovely day for romance and 
socializing. Tonight: Delegate.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
This is a mildly accident-prone 

day for you, so pay attention to ev-
erything you say and do. Meanwhile, 
it’s a powerful day for artists and 
creative projects. It’s also a great 
day to teach children. Exploring 
ways to refine new techniques in the 
arts or sports will be effective and 
worthwhile. Tonight: Relax.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Financial matters might catch 

you by surprise today, so keep 
your eyes open. In fact, you might 
find money; you might lose money. 
Meanwhile, family discussions will 
be powerful but effective, especially 
regarding home improvements and 
repairs. These discussions also might 
include recycling and garbage issues. 
Tonight: Downtime.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Today you crave emotional 

excitement, which is why you might 
seek out people who are different. 
You also might be attracted to 
groups who want to advocate change 

or introduce new policies. You will 
be effective and persuasive when 
sharing your own ideas with others. 
Tonight: Learn something.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You might feel restless today, be-

cause an undercurrent of excitement 
seems to permeate your day. This 
could relate to potential earnings 
or moneymaking ideas you have, 
especially if you want to convince 
someone else to agree with you or 
see your way of doing things. Tonight: 
Check your money.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
A friend might surprise you today. 

Or perhaps you will meet someone 
who is a real character. Meanwhile, 
today Mercury is in your sign dancing 
with Pluto, which gives you X-ray 
vision and allows you to examine, 
scrutinize and probe everything 
that comes your way. (You’ll spot a 
phony.) Tonight: Exercise.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Something unusual might happen 

that suddenly puts you in the public 
eye today. This could be inadvertent 
or planned. Meanwhile, your ability 
to do research and find answers to 
questions and solutions to old prob-
lems is excellent. Tonight: Privacy.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Travel plans might suddenly 

change today. It could be a big 
change or a minor hiccup. Dou-
ble-check all schedules and itiner-
aries. Meanwhile, you might have a 
powerful discussion with someone 
today, perhaps a member of a group. 
Or you might attract someone to you 
who is very persuasive. Tonight: Set 
goals.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Make friends with your bank 

account today to make sure you’re 
on top of things, because something 
unusual could occur. Meanwhile, a 
boss, parent or someone in authority 
might require that you account for 
yourself. They might have answers 
for you or they might demand an-
swers from you. Tonight: Ambition!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Someone might throw you a 

curveball today. Perhaps they want 
more freedom or independence. 
Meanwhile, you might encounter 
someone who is very persuasive 
about politics, religion or any social 
issue that they embrace. Someone 
might jump on their soapbox to 
convince you about something. Think 
for yourself. Tonight: Travel plans.

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY 

DEAR DR. ROACH: 
Are there any nonsurgical 
ways to repair an inguinal 
hernia, like exercise, diet or 
walking? I believe I caught 
mine early on. The mesh 
does not seem promising. 
— R.K.

ANSWER: An inguinal 
hernia is a defect in the 
abdominal wall. In men, 
the hernias usually start 
in the internal inguinal 
ring, where male structures 
descended during fetal de-
velopment. In some people, 
the inguinal ring doesn’t 
close all the way, and that 
potential opening stays 
asymptomatic for years, 
sometimes many years.

These small defects 
sometimes stretch over 
time, allowing the abdom-
inal contents, such as the 
intestines, to come through 
the defect and out of  the 
abdomen. Usually, they will 
go back into the abdomen 
where they belong, but they 
can get stuck outside of  
the abdomen. Swelling of  
the area can make the loop 
of  intestines unable to get 
back in at all, which is when 
a surgery becomes life-sav-

ing.
Because the hernia is an 

anatomical structure, it 
absolutely cannot be cured 
without an anatomical 
solution — that is, surgery. 
Imagine you have a seam 
in a shirt that is partially 
ripped, leaving you with a 
hole. You can’t fix it unless 
you sew it up. But not every-
one with an inguinal hernia 
needs surgery.

Hernias should be re-
paired if  they’re symptom-
atic; otherwise, many can 
be watched. A healthy diet 
and exercise like regular 
walking is good for every-
one, but it won’t help the 
hernia. Avoiding consti-
pation reduces abdominal 

pressure and reduces risk 
of  the intestines going 
through the hernia. Light 
weightlifting is usually OK, 
but heavy weightlifting isn’t 
prudent.

Young and healthy people 
benefit most from early 
repair. With the exception 
of  my patients who aren’t 
good candidates for sur-
gery due to serious medical 
problems, I usuallly refer 
my patients to a surgeon 
to discuss the risks and 
benefits.

Mesh material and repair 
techniques are better than 
they were, and I think mesh 
has an undeservedly bad 
reputation (sometimes 
based on expired or fraud-
ulent mesh material). But 
I ultimately defer patients 
to my surgical colleagues 
regarding choice of  surgery. 
There are certainly mesh-
free techniques for those 
who insist on them.

DEAR DR. ROACH: I 
am curious about the bee 
venom gel used to treat ar-
thritis. Can you comment? 
— S.P.O.

ANSWER: As much as I 
would like this to be false, 

there are no medication 
treatments that can reverse 
or stop the progression of  
osteoarthritis. This includes 
prescription and nonpre-
scription treatments. I 
understand the appeal that 
something really danger-
ous, like bee venom, could 
be used to treat a serious 
condition. Unfortunately, 
the studies I found did not 
show any benefit in improv-
ing symptoms compared 
to a placebo. Furthermore, 
there does seem to be a 
unique form of  arthritis in 
beekeepers, thought to be 
related to the venom.

Topical treatments that 
may help include topical 
diclofenac and capsaicin, 
but these tend to only work 
in joints where the cream 
or gel can permeate, like 
the hands or knees. The hip 
joint is too deep for topical 
treatments to reach.

— Dr. Roach regrets that he is un-
able to answer individual letters, but 
will incorporate them in the column 
whenever possible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu or send mail to 628 
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL 32803. 

KEITH ROACH

DOCTOR

To be repaired, symptomatic 
inguinal hernias require surgery
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HINTS FROM HELOISE

Dear Readers: If  you’re 
planning a holiday din-
ner with your family and 
friends, my Taco Casserole 
recipe is a delicious ad-
dition to your menu. It is 
made without measuring 
the ingredients so that you 
can basically use whatever 
you have on hand or any 
of  the leftovers you might 
have in your refrigerator. 
Here it is:

Hard taco shells, tortilla 
chips or corn chips broken 
into small pieces

Salsa
Cooked taco meat, 

ground beef  or shredded 
boneless chicken

Beans
Cheese
Green peppers
Sour cream
Black olives
Chopped lettuce
Heat oven to 350 F. 

Grease or spray nonstick 
spray onto a casserole dish 
(the size depends on how 
much you want to make).

Put a bit of  salsa on the 
bottom, then add taco or 
corn chips. Layer with 
leftover taco meat, beans, 
cheese, peppers and more 
salsa.

Bake until hot then cov-

er with sour cream, olives 
and chopped lettuce before 
serving. Enjoy!

This recipe and over a 
dozen more of  my most 
popular recipes are in my 
“Heloise’s All-Time Fa-
vorite Recipes” pamphlet. 
For a limited time when 
you order this pamphlet 
by visiting www.Heloise.
com, you’ll also receive the 
“Heloise’s Main Dishes” 
pamphlet for free!

This pamphlet has 
many more original rec-
ipes, including Holiday 
Ham, Mother’s Cornbread 
Dressing and others you 
can serve with your holi-
day meals. — Heloise

Naughty Nuts
Dear Heloise: I always 

thought nuts and seeds 
were bad for people be-

cause that’s what my moth-
er always told me. Turns 
out, that isn’t true. They’re 
actually good for us. Nuts 
are a wonderful source of  
proteins, vitamins, min-
erals and those healthy 
fats. Cashews (which are 
actually legumes, as are 
peanuts) are rich in cop-
per, which is good for your 
immune system and your 
brain.

Eating almonds with 
their skins on may even 
provide greater health 
benefits because they en-
courage the growth of  
friendly bacteria in the gut 
and have protective com-
pounds known as “flavo-
noids.”

To list the seven most 
beneficial nuts in order of  
importance to our health, 
it would be as follows:

1. Almonds
2. Brazil nuts
3. Cashews
4. Chestnuts
5. Hazelnuts
6. Macadamia nuts
7. Pecans
So, enjoy a handful of  

nuts and reap all the ben-
efits they provide. — Car-
oline S., Manchester, New 
Hampshire

Coffee Scum
Dear Heloise: I am writ-

ing to see if  you can help 

me. When I make coffee, I 

get an oily film at the top, 

and I don’t know what 

causes it. It tastes OK, but 

still has that oily top. — 

Pam B., Rochester, Minne-

sota

Pam, it’s rather com-

mon, so don’t be alarmed. 

It’s usually called “coffee 

scum,” but despite its rath-

er ugly name, it’s just the 

natural oils found in coffee 

beans, which contain anti-

oxidants and unsaturated 

fats.

A drip brewed coffee 

usually has less oil than 

French press coffee or 

Turkish coffee. The higher 

the temperature, the more 

oil that’s produced. Hard 

water, which contains 

minerals, also produces 

more oil. — Heloise

— Send a money-saving or 

timesaving hint to Heloise, P.O. Box 

795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001, 

or you can fax it to 1-210-HELOISE or 

email it to Heloise@Heloise.com. I 

can’t answer your letter personally 

but will use the best hints received 

in my column.

Dear Car Talk:

I bought a 2023 Honda 
CR-V hybrid sports touring 
car last month.

I immediately noticed the 
sound the car makes when-
ever it backs up. It sounded 
to me like something could 
be wrong with the engine, 
so I took the car back to the 
dealership and talked to the 
service department manager. 
He listened as I backed up 
and “assured” me the sound 
is to let pedestrians know I 
was backing up.

I’ve heard other cars and 
trucks make an audible beep-
ing sound, and I would think 
that makes more sense. Did 
Honda goof with this model 
and they’re claiming the 
noise is by design in order 
to avoid a recall? BTW, I find 
the sound really annoying.

P. S. My husband and I 
listen to your NPR podcast 
every week and never find 
that annoying. Thank you. 
— Kathy

Keep listening to the 
podcast, Kathy. It’ll get more 
annoying. I promise.

Your dealer is correct. 
Electric vehicles (and 
hybrids like yours operating 
under electric power) can be 
so quiet at low speeds, that 
pedestrians don’t hear them.

Now, you could argue that 
if  they just looked up from 
their phones while crossing 
the street, that would solve 
the problem. But it’s not 
just street crossing that’s 
the issue. Cars mix with 
pedestrians in parking lots or 
when a vehicle is backing out 
of a driveway and crossing a 
sidewalk.

So, NHTSA (the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration) made a rule 
that any vehicle operating on 
electric power has to make 
an audible noise when it’s 
traveling below about 19 mph 
— to make sure that pedes-
trians can hear it coming. 
Above that speed, tire noise 
announces a car’s arrival.

And while they set certain 
parameters for the noise, like 
how loud it has to be, they 
left it up to each car maker 
to decide exactly what sound 
to use.

Most have settled for a 
vaguely “futuristic electric 
motor-like” sound. But I 
guess, in your opinion, Hon-
da shopped in the Annoying 
Sound bin. Hey, it could be 
worse, Kathy. They could 
have played our podcast as a 
pedestrian warning.

It’d be nice if  everyone 
could choose their own 
sound, like you choose the 
ringtone on your phone. But, 
somehow, I don’t see govern-
ment regulators approving 
my son’s AC/DC “Highway 
to Hell” backup sound.

— Got a question about cars? Write to 
Ray in care of King Features, 628 Virginia 
Drive, Orlando, FL 32803, or email by 
visiting the Car Talk website at www.
cartalk.com.

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 

9x9 grid with several given numbers. The object 

is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the empty 

squares so that each row, each column, and 

each 3x3 box contains the same number only 

once. The difficulty level of the King Classic 

Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.

Get two pamphlets for one price

HELOISE
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CMT Grumpy Old Men (‘93, PG-13) aaa Jack Lemmon. Grump ier Old Men (‘95, PG-13) aaa Golden Golden
CNN An der son Coo per 360° The Source with CNN NewsNight (N) Laura Coates Live An der son Coo per 360°
COMEDY The Of fice The Of fice The Of fice The Of fice The Of fice The Of fice Daily Show South Park South Park South Park
DISCOVERY BattleBots: Cham pi ons : “Sin City: Bolt” (N) MythBusters (TVPG) MythBusters (TVPG) BattleBots: Cham pi ons
DISNEY Hailey’s Hailey’s Moon Girl Mi rac u lous Mi rac u lous Mi rac u lous Vil lains Vil lains Blu ey Blu ey
E! Talladega Nights: Bal lad of Ricky Bobby (‘06) House of Vil lains (N) E! News House of Vil lains Sex & City
ESPN (6:30) Col lege Foot ball: Vir ginia vs Lou is ville (Live) SportsCenter with Scott (Live) SportsCenter (Live)
ESPN2 Women’s Col lege Bas ket ball (Live) UFC Count down DC & RC UFC Top 10 All Ac cess Three Day
FOOD Christ mas (TV G) Christ mas Cookie (N) Christ mas (TV G) Christ mas (TV G) Christ mas (TV G)

FREEFORM (:20) Free Guy (‘21, PG-13) aaa Ryan Reynolds, Jodie Comer. The 700 Club (TV G) Simp sons Simp sons
FX Aveng ers: End game (‘19, PG-13) aaaa Rob ert Downey Jr., Chris Ev ans. The In cred i ble Hulk aaa

HGTV No Demo Reno (TV G) No Demo Reno (N) Hunt ers Hunt ers Hunt ers Hunt ers No Demo Reno (TV G)

HISTORY Moun tain Men (TVPG) (N) Moun tain Men : “Land of Prom ise” Moun tain Men (TVPG) Moun tain Men (TVPG)

LIFETIME Cas tle (TVPG) Cas tle : “Still” (TVPG) (:03) Cas tle (TVPG) Cas tle : “Wa ter shed” (:01) Cas tle (TVPG)

MTV Jer sey Shore: Fam ily Va ca tion (TV14) (N) In Re la tion ship (TV14) In Re la tion ship (TV14) Ri dic u lous Ri dic u lous
NEWSNAT Cuomo Dan Abrams Live Banfield Cuomo Dan Abrams Live
NICK SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
PARMT Movie The Ital ian Job (‘03, PG-13) aaa Mark Wahlberg.
SYFY The Con jur ing 2 (‘16) Red (‘10, PG-13) aaac Bruce Wil lis, Mary-Lou ise Parker. Red 2 (‘13, PG-13) aaa Bruce Wil lis.
TBS Bang Bang Bang Bang Jok ers Jok ers NFL Tail gate Takedown Movie
TCM Hairspray (‘88, PG) aaa Di vine, Sonny Bono. Cry-Baby (‘90, PG-13) Johnny Depp. (:45) Poly es ter (‘81, R) aaa Di vine.
TLC 90 Day: The Last Re sort : “More to Love” (N) 90 Day Fi ance (N) 90 Day Fi ance (N) 90 Day: Last (TV14)

TNT The Bat man (‘22, PG-13) aaaa Rob ert Pattinson, Zoë Kravitz. (:45) Jus tice League (‘17, PG-13)
TRAVEL A Haunt ing (TVPG) A Haunt ing (TVPG) The Haunted Mu seum The Haunted Mu seum A Haunt ing (TVPG)

TV LAND Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Loves Ray. Queens Queens Queens Queens
USA John Wick (‘14, R) aaac Keanu Reeves. John Wick: Chap ter 2 (‘17, R) aaac Keanu Reeves, Com mon. Barmageddo
VH1 Ty ler Perry’s Madea’s Big Happy Fam ily (‘11, PG-13) ac The Best Man Hol i day (‘13, R) aaa Mor ris Chest nut.

M
E

R
P

HBO Don’t Worry Dar ling (‘22, R) aac Flor ence Pugh. The Gilded Age (TVMA) (:05) Kingsman: The Se cret Ser vice (‘15, R) aaac

MAX Road Trip (‘00, R) aaa Breckin Meyer. (:34) Road Trip: Beer Pong (‘09, R) (:10) Ma jor League (‘89, R) aaa Tom Berenger.
SHOW (:15) Ma fia Mamma (‘23, R) aa Toni Collette. Fel low Trav el ers Eyes Wide Shut (‘00, R) aaa Tom Cruise.

Each EV car maker gets 
to decide on their own 

annoying sound

Weekend’s Answers

RAY  
MAGLIOZZI

COLUMNIST
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CRANKSHAFT

GRAND AVENUE

JUMPSTART

BABY BLUES

SALLY FORTH

BALDO

BLONDIE

MARVIN

PEANUTS

ZITS

BC

GARFIELD

MUTTS

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

LOCKHORNS

Grandparents’ final gift for grandkids
DEAR ABBY: For years, 

we have given generous gifts 

to our six out-of-town grand-

children and received almost 

no thanks or acknowledg-

ment. It hurts my feelings 

because I devote a lot of  

thought, in addition to mon-

ey, to choosing something 

special for each of  them. 

Obviously, they don’t care, 

but when we have just sent 

checks, not knowing what 

they read, wear or want, our 

checks are always cashed. 

It’s the same with gift cards. 

This year, we will send gifts 

to their parents — our own 

children. PERIOD. The 

grandchildren will receive 

your Letters Booklet — in-

cluding the section on writ-

ing thank-you notes. Please 

send me six before the end of  

November. — TICKED OFF 

GRANNY IN OREGON

DEAR TICKED OFF: The 

issue you have raised is one 

I hear about often from other 

“ticked off ” readers each 

year. I’m sorry you didn’t 

mention how old your grand-

children are, because the 

fault may lie with their par-

ents, who should have taught 

their children this social 

skill from the time they were 

old enough to hold a writing 

implement. Some people 

procrastinate because they 

don’t know how to express 

their feelings via the written 

word and fear they will say 

the wrong thing. They mis-

takenly think a thank-you 

note must be long and flow-

ery when, in fact, short and 

to the point is more effective.

This is why the “How to 

Write Letters” booklet was 

written. It contains samples 

of  thank-you letters for birth-

day gifts, shower gifts and 

wedding gifts, as well as those 

that arrive around holiday 

time. (It also includes letters 

of  congratulations and ones 

regarding diffi cult subjects, 

such as the loss of  a parent, 

a spouse or a child.) 

This booklet can be ordered 

by sending your name and 

mailing address plus a check 

or money order for $8, to: 

Dear Abby Letters Booklet, 

P.o. Box 447, Mount Morris, 

Il 61054-0447. Shipping and 

handling are included in

the price. 

With the holiday season 

fast approaching, this is the 

perfect time to reply with a 

handwritten letter, note or 

well-written email. Although 

handwritten notes are the 

“gold standard,” many folks 

these days opt to take a short-

cut by using technology that 

didn’t exist before the quill 

and inkwell. 

While texts may seem cold 

or terse, they are better than 

no acknowledgment at all.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 63-

year-old heterosexual male 

who has recently joined an 

adult dating site to enhance 

my social and sexual life. A 

therapist suggested that it 

would help me to break out 

of  my isolation and heal 

from the trauma of  childhood 

sexual abuse. Could you please 

recommend some dating 

etiquette? What support 

organizations can assist with 

my recovery efforts? — LOOK-

ING IN THE WEST

DEAR LOOKING: Ask 

your therapist to suggest 

some sites you should visit. 

After you have looked them 

over, ask your therapist how 

to proceed. You are paying 

for emotional support from 

this person, and this is who 

should actually assist you 

with your recovery. If  it works, 

stick with this therapist. If  it 

does not, contact RAINN 

(Rape, Abuse, Incest National 

Network) at rainn.org to see if  

you are on the right track.

DEAR ABBY

JEANNE PHILLIPS

Dear Abby is written by Abigail 

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne 

Phillips, and was founded by her 

mother, Pauline Phillips. Write Dear

Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 

Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

WALLACE THE BRAVE

CRABGRASS
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THE MARSHALL

A/C, HEATING 
SALES & SERVICES

ROBERT’S 
Air Conditioning & 

Electrical, LLC

•Commercial
•Residential
•Industrial
Serving - Marshall, Was-
kom, Karnack, Jefferson, 
Harleton, Hallsville, all of 

the surrounding areas

 903-930-1674
  TECL 30713
TACLA 59537C

CHIMNEY 

CLEANING 

CONCRETE

HERNANDEZ 

CONSTRUCTION

CONCRETE SERVICES

Insured & Bonded

•Slabs •Driveways
•Patios &

Much More.
**Free Estimates**

Over 25 Yrs. Exp.

903-407-9425

CONCRETE 
RAISING/VOID 

FILLING 

Lifting concrete foun-
dations & fi ll in all 
VOIDS/SINKHOLES 
with FOAM.
hunterconcreteleveling.com
hunterelitevoidfi lling.com
(903)746-9203

DOG TRAINER 

Next PETSENSE Class

starts Monday, 
Nov. 20 @ 6p.m.

903-407-1904
•In-Home available•

ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

  
 

           TECL - 24728

Installation, Repair    
Troubleshooting

   Service Upgrade

Lighting Receptacles 

 903-935-7363                
Harrison County   

H
HENDERSON 
ELECTRIC

FENCING 

INSTALLED & 

REPAIRS 

1. Decks 
2. Patio/Carport

    Covers

3. Res’l Fence

4. Comm’l  Fence

5. Farm Fence

6. Chain Link

7. Wood Privacy

8. PVC Fence

9. Wrought Iron

    Fence

LEON HILL            

903-742-9855

GARAGE DOORS 

www.badoors.net

Repair/Replace
Lifestyle Garage Screen 
Doors; Industrial Garage  
Doors; Gate Operators Bro-
ken Springs; Elec Operators.

25 Yrs Exp. - Insured
“We Love Service Calls”

Member:Chamber of Commerce

903-578-1090
903-522-9117   

GENERAL 

CONSTRUCTION 

BUTLER
CONSTRUCTION, 

LLC

“QUALITY DOES
MATTER”

1.Decks & Docks
2.New Builds
3.Room Additions
4.Remodeling
5.Roofi ng: Comp. 
Shingle, Metal, Flat
6.Painting: Interior & 
Exterior
7.Metal Buildings

No Job Too Small
Residential & 
Commercial

**Free Estimates
*Insured

Mon. - Fri. 8-5

903-926-2303
                   After Hours
          Now accepting 
      all Major
      Credit Cards 

GUTTER SALES & 

SERVICES 

Lou’s Seamless Gut-

ters

903-930-8818

Residential & Com-

mercial

5&6 Inch Gutters

& Gutter Guards

* 

HANDYPERSON

ANDRUS

 INDUSTRIES
Handyman Services
 Same Day Service.    

  (903)472-2762
 *Rake & Bag Leaves  
   & Haul Off
 *Lawn Care
   (starting @ $20)
 *Fencing,   
 * Power  Washing 
 *Gutter Cleaning 
 *Landscaping
 *Painting & Roofing
 *Concrete.
    Free Estimates   

HOUSE LEVELING, 
FOUNDATION

REPAIR 

Slab and Pier & Beam

Foundation Repair

Drainage Systems

Root Barriers

Beam Replacement

Warranty

Free Estimates

903-267-5797

MEDICAL

Kenneth Volk PA-C

ABSOLUTE

CONCIERGE

HEALTH CARE CLINIC

390 W. Texas Ave
Waskom, TX75662

903-687-2500

ROOFING

Butler
 Construction, LLC

Got a Leak?
  Need a Roof?                                                                                                                                            
    Hand Nailed

Commercial,
 Residential, Insured
30+ Years Experience
903-926-2303 Todd

ROOFING

AAA rating from BBB 

Right Kut, Inc.
Celebrating

62 Yrs of Roofi ng
Serving Marshall &
 Surrounding Areas
903 E. End Blvd S.

903-938-1363 

David’s Roofing
&  Remodeling

30+ years roofing exp.
Free Estimates & 

Inspections
A+ Rated BBB

903-472-8034

MARSHALL
‘HOME TOWN’

ROOFING
“Will Beat Any

Legitimate
Contract”

•Best Value
•Best Price
 Guarantee! 

•Free Inspection

•Licensed

 Insurance Adjuster 
Most Clients 

Spend Less than 
$2000 for roof 
replacement 

**Free Estimates**

903-407-2730

STUMP 
GRINDING/ 
REMOVAL 

Jones Landscape
 & Construction

Stump Grinding, Tree
Trimming or Removal, 

Dozer & Backhoe Work, 
Tilling, & Brushogging.                      

Professional 
30+years & Insured. 

 903-935-3786, 903-
 c-742-9064 B. Jones  

TREE SERVICES 

C.B.

Tree Service
Residenti l & Commercial

*16 yrs exp Bonded.

 Insured. I Buy Timber. 
* Firewood

* Tree Trimming Lot, 

Yard, Lawn & Fence.

Accept Debit Cards

Low Prices. Free Est.

 (903)315-9102

Complete Tree 
Removal, Stump Grind 

& Land Clearing. 
(903)353-4283
(903)431-2515

TREE SERVICES 

I & N Tree Service
Complete tree removal. 
Free est. Bucket truck.

903-315-8951

SOLIS Tree Service

Trees cut, trim, removed, 
topped. Brush Hog. Lots &  
fences cleared. Licensed & 
Insured. 903-452-6633, 

903-720-3035 
Credit cards accepted

WINDOW & DOORS 

The Window 
Source 

of East Texas
WINDOWS/DOORS/SIDING

•Locally Owned & Operated

•Energy Effi cient
•Free Estimates!
•Follow Us On Facebook

WindowSourceEastTX.com  

(903)224-7615

HOME & BUSINESS SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICES 

Published Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that letters  
of guardianship for the estate of 
Bailey Grace Cunningham were 
issued on October 31, 2023 in 
Docket No. 2023-529-G, pending 
in the Harrison County Court at 
Law, Texas to Laura Megan Cun-
ningham, Guardian, as guardian 
of the estate.  
The residence of Guardian is 
in Gregg County, Texas and the 
mailing address is Guardian of 
the Estate of Bailey Grace Cun-
ningham, c/o Kristen J. Ishihara, 
3000 HG Mosley Pkwy, Longview, 
TX 75605.
All persons having claims against 
this estate, which is currently be-
ing administered, are required to 
present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original 
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY for the 
ESTATE OF BERTHA MAE DAVIS, 
Deceased, were issued on Novem-
ber 1, 2023, in Cause No. 2023-
18919-CCL, pending in the County 
Court at Law of Harrison County, 
Texas, to: BEVERLY HANON. 

All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently be-
ing administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o: Ronald Ned Dennis
Attorney at Law
308 W. Houston

P.O. Box 299
   Marshall, Texas 75671-0299

DATED the 6TH day of November, 
2023.

Respectfully submitted,

Ronald Ned Dennis
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 299
Marshall, Texas 75671-0299
903/938-3746
903/938-6012 (fax)
State Bar No. 05753000
dennislawmtx@gmail.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original 
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY for the 
Estate of BOBBY JACK HYDRICK, 
Deceased, were issued on Novem-
ber 1, 2023, in Cause No. 2023-
18899-CCL, pending in the County 
Court at Law of Harrison County, 
Texas, to: BILLY BOB HYDRICK. 

All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently be-
ing administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o: Ronald Ned Dennis
Attorney at Law
308 W. Houston

P.O. Box 299
   Marshall, Texas 75671-0299

DATED the 6TH day of November, 
2023.

Respectfully submitted,

Ronald Ned Dennis
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 299
Marshall, Texas 75671-0299
903/938-3746
903/938-6012 (fax)
State Bar No. 05753000
dennislawmtx@gmail.com

LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that origi-
nal Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of John Mark Deteau, were 
issued on October 30, 2023, un-
der Docket No. 2023-18931-CCL, 
pending in the County Court at 
Law of Harrison County, Texas, to 
Stephanie Park Payton Watson In-
dependent Executors.

Claims may be presented in care 
of the attorney for the estate, ad-
dressed as follows:

Representative, 
Estate of John Mark Deteau, 

Deceased 
c/o Amy Miller, Attorney 

1800 NW Loop 281, Suite 303 
Longview, Texas 75604 

All persons having claims against 
this estate, which is currently be-
ing administered, are required to 
present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law. 

Dated November 6, 2023. 

BOON CALK ECHOLS COLEMAN & 
GOOLSBY, P.L.L.C. 
1800 NW Loop 281, Suite 303 
Longview, Texas 75604 
Email: amy.miller@boonlaw.com
Telephone: 903-759-2200 
Fax: 903-212-3306

BY: AMY MILLER
State Bar No. 24053133

ATTORNEY FOR STEPHANIE PARK

Published Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that letters  
of guardianship for the estate 
of Kailey Rae Cunningham were 
issued on October 31, 2023 in 
Docket No. 2023-529-G, pending 
in the Harrison County Court at 
Law, Texas to Laura Megan Cun-
ningham, Guardian, as guardian 
of the estate.  
The residence of Guardian is 
in Gregg County, Texas and the 
mailing address is Guardian of 
the Estate of Kailey Rae Cun-
ningham, c/o Kristen J. Ishihara, 
3000 HG Mosley Pkwy, Longview, 
TX 75605.
All persons having claims against 
this estate, which is currently be-
ing administered, are required to 
present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Es-
tate of LARRY JAMES WHITE, De-
ceased, were issued on November 
2, 2023, under Docket No. 2023-
18929-CCL, pending in the County 
Court at Law of Harrison County, 
Texas, to SUSAN MARIE WHITE. 

Claims may be presented in care 
of the attorney for the estate, ad-
dressed as follows:

Representative, 
Estate of LARRY JAMES WHITE, 

Deceased 
c/o Mark L. Boon, Attorney 

1800 NW Loop 281, Suite 303 
Longview, Texas 75604 

All persons having claims against 
this estate, which is currently be-
ing administered, are required to 
present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law. 

Dated November 6, 2023. 

BOON CALK ECHOLS COLEMAN & 
GOOLSBY, P.L.L.C. 
1800 NW Loop 281, Suite 303 
Longview, Texas 75604 
Email: mark.boon@boonlaw.com 
Telephone: 903-759-2200 
Fax: 903-212-2686

BY: MARK L. BOON
State Bar No. 02626500

ATTORNEYS FOR INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR 

LEGAL NOTICES 

Request for Proposals
Hallsville Independent

School District

Hallsville ISD is requesting pro-
posals for Special Education 

Services. Details are provided 
at our website

–https://www.hisd.com/
Page/2782.

All responses will be accept-
ed until the fi nal date for  

responses of August 30, 2024 
to Kathy Bradford –

kbradford@hisd.com or
311 Willow Street, Hallsville, 
TX 75650 or through the Ion 
Wave HISD Bidding System, 

found at the
website listed above.

NOTICE OF ABANDONED 

VEHICLES: The following 

described vehicle after being 

declared abandoned was 

not reclaimed by last known 

registered owner/lienholder, 

located at All Ways Towing, 127 

Diesel Lane Lot B in Longview.

Ford F150

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR FLUID INJECTION

WELL PERMIT

RFE Operating, LLC, 17521 US Hwy 69 S, Ste. 100, Tyler, Texas 
75703 is applying to the Railroad Commission of Texas for a permit 
to inject fl uid into a formation which is productive of oil and gas.  
The applicant proposes to inject fl uid into the Rodessa, Pettit and 
Travis Peak Formations, Molhousen SWD Lease, Well Number 2.  
The proposed injection well is located 5 miles east of Hallsville, 
Texas, in the Woodlawn, SW. (Cotton Valley) Field, in Harrison Coun-
ty.  Fluid will be injected into strata in the subsurface depth interval 
from 6220 to 8750 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY: Chapter 27 of the Texas Water Code, as amend-
ed, Title 3 of the Texas Natural Resources Code, as amended, and 
the Statewide Rules of the Oil and Gas Division of the Railroad 
Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public hearing from persons who can show they are 
adversely affected, or requests for further information concerning 
any aspect of the application should be submitted in writing, within 
fi fteen days of publication, to the Environmental Services Section, 
Oil and Gas Division, Railroad Commission of Texas, P. O. Box 12967, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 (Telephone 512/463-6792).

BARGAINS GALORE 

BARGAINS GALORE 

Countertop Silver 4-slice Toaster 
Oven.Like new, $12. (903)918-4935

Dutch Oven, Westing House, 3qt pot, skil-
let/lid, never used, $60, (903)668-3273

Lee Rider jeans, 36W x 30L, never 
worn, $35, (903)668-3273

Macey Bean Ladies square toe 
boots. Sz 7.5, $25. (903)918-4935

Sweat Pants/Matching Sweatshirt. 
Blue, sz XL, $6. (903)663-1854

MISCELLANEOUS

Ann’s Cleaning Services

Services includes: One time deep 
cleaning, weekly, every other 
week, & construction. 27 yrs exp. 
Ref’s avail. Contact   (318)307-
3603

WANT TO BUY 

** Want to Buy **
MINERAL RIGHTS

 Producing or Non Producing. 

None too small. 903-720-6597

HOUSE UNFURNISHED 

4977 Rosborough Springs Rd, 
3Br/1.5Ba, 2 car carport, large den, 
breakfast room, space heat & air, 
washer, dryer, refrigerator & stove, 
furnished. $1500mo + dep. No smok-
ing, no pets.  (903)938-8196

MOBILE HOME 

2Br/1Ba Singlewide Mobile Home 
for rent, in Karnack, $580 mo, $300 
dep. Available now. (903)578-0211

The Marshall News Messenger is currently looking for Independent 
Contractors to deliver routes in Marshall & Elysian Fields.

Interested parties should have dependable transportation, current auto 
insurance and be available nights and weekends.

Earn a $250.00 bonus after 90 days on select routes!

Please fi ll out an information sheet in person at 320 East Methvin St. 
in Longview, TX, OR Call Steven Briggs at 903-237-7768 for more info.

APPLY NOW!
The Marshall News Messenger is 

currently looking for Independent Contractors to 
deliver routes in Marshall & Elysian Fields.

The Longview News Journal is currently looking for Independent Contrac-
tors to deliver routes in Longview, Henderson, & Marshall.

Interested parties should have dependable transportation, current auto 
insurance and be available nights and weekends.

Earn a $250.00 bonus after 90 days on select routes!

Please fi ll out an information sheet in person at 320 East Methvin St. 
in Longview, TX, OR Call Steven Briggs at 903-237-7768 for more info.

APPLY NOW!
The Longview News-Journal

is currently looking for Independent 
Contractors to deliver routes in 

Longview, Henderson, & Marshall.

Box of Highlights For Children Maga-
zines, $2. (903)663-1854

ETXJOBS.com ETXJOBS.com
GET HIRED FAST

Making the 
search for the

YOU!

P E R F E C T 
CANDIDATE

easier on

ETXJOBS.com

Call Today to book your ad!

903-232-7246
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ETXJOBS.com
Search job listings on

ETXJobs.com, Facebook
& even in your local paper!

Making the search for the

YOU!

PERFECT
CAREER

easier on

FIND YOUR PERFECT JOBWITH


